	Year 3
Summer 2
	Theme/Unit: Raksha Bandan
	RE KS2

	Intended

learning outcomes

1. Children can express creatively as well as describe a personal response to the concept of protection.
2. Children can recognize and describe how the concept can be applied in their own and others’ lives.

3. Children can accurately describe what protection means.
4. Children can accurately describe how protection is expressed by Hindus in the festival of Raksha Bandhan.
5. Children can discern and describe the value, for Hindus, of celebrating protection.
Informed by end of Year 4 expectations
____________________
Assessment opportunities: 
Photo display with writing and speech
Concept map

Rakhi and rakhi card

Class debate.

	Key concept: Protection
	Opportunities for promoting children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) development:

Spiritual: providing an opportunity to be reflective about their own beliefs, religious or otherwise, that inform their perspective on life and their interest in and respect for different people’s faiths, feelings and values.

Moral: developing an ability to understand and appreciate the viewpoints of others on these issues.

Social: sharing our own experiences and respond to the experiences of others. Working and socialising with others in a range of learning opportunities.

Cultural: willingness to participate in and respond positively to artistic, musical and cultural opportunities. Giving children an interest in and an opportunity to explore different faiths and beliefs.

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​___________________________________
Vocabulary (in bold) and knowledge building blocks:
Children will learn that:

· The Hindu festival of Raksha Bandan celebrates the love between sisters and brothers
· Raksha means “protection” and Bandan means “to tie”
· Rakhis were traditionally strips of cotton but they can be of differing styles now

· One of the stories remembered in the festival is the story of Indra and his wife Indrani who prayed to Lord Vishnu.
· Lord Vishnu gave her a holy thread to tie around Indra’s wrist which protected him from evil

	
	Sequence of activities over several lessons:
Step 1 Communicate: what does protection mean to me?
Circle time: what makes you feel safe? How and when do you feel protected? What or who protects you?
Step 2 Apply: how is protection significant in pupils’ experience? 
Create scenarios where protection and being kept safe is important. Using prompt cards, children explore the scenarios through drama. Take photos and display on IWB with speech bubbles added.
Discuss: Do we always want to be protected? Why/not? Are there times when we want to look after ourselves? When? Why?

Step 3 Enquire: what does protection mean?
Ask children to give an example of protection from everyday life – drama? Can we say what protection means? In pairs, children come up with a short definition to share. Discuss.
Discuss what protection means by demonstrating making a concept map on board. Include people who keep us safe. Generate question for a visiting policeman, fire officer, coastguard officer, for example.
Step 4 Contextualise: how do different religions express their ideas about protection?
Show a rakhi – ask children to speculate on use, origins, etc. Why/how used? By whom? Might it be important? What, if anything, could it have to do with protection?

Tell the story of the great God Indra and his rakhi of protection.

Demonstrate how a Hindu brother and sister would exchange a rakhi and gifts. Talk about the idea of protection and show that sisters can care for their brothers. Watch the film clip: Religious Studies KS2: Celebrating Raksha Bandan - BBC Teach
Each child makes a simple rakhi out of card, tinsel and thread. Make rakhi cards; children write an appropriate greeting inside. Read the traditional tale The Mango Tree.

Step 5 Evaluate: what is the value of the concept of protection to believers? 
Whole class discussion/debate. What difference does protection make? What would happen if Hindus did not have rakhis? Would they still be able to protect each other? Is it important for them to think about protection? Why/not?

Resources: Raksha Bandhan resources available to borrow from the RE Centre (01962 863134)

The Mango Tree (version by Jamila Gavin ISBN 0435091514). Rakhi (available from Articles of Faith and TTS).
Lots of info on: www.rakhifestival.com/rakhi-legends/indra.html Also www.davora.co.uk Thread, tinsel, sequins, fabric, etc for making rakhi . Examples or picture of Raksha Bandhan greetings cards. Visit from someone who protects us.

	


