









Theme/Unit:  Palm Sunday – Christians welcome Jesus





RE KS1





Year:  1





Term:  Spring 2





Key concept:  Welcoming








Intended learning outcomes:





Children will be able to:





Step 1 Inquire: recognise the meaning of welcoming�


Step 2 Contextualise: recognise that Jesus’ welcome into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday is remembered by Christians�


Step 3 Evaluate: in simple terms, recognise the value of remembering Jesus’ welcome to Christians �


Step 4 Communicate: express creatively their response to welcoming�


Step 5 Apply: recognise how their responses to welcoming relate to their lives.





Informed by end of Year 1 expectations











Sequence of activities:





Step 1 Inquire: What does welcoming mean?


Children in groups think of ways people show a welcome and demonstrate to the rest of the class. Teacher collates and lists ideas. Explain that welcoming means being polite or friendly to someone who is new.


Discuss with the class why they might want to show a welcome to someone.


Ask children to imagine someone very special and important coming to visit the town. Who might that be? Discuss how children might show a welcome.�


Step 2 Contextualise: When do Christians remember the story about Jesus’ welcome into Jerusalem?


Tell the story of Jesus entering Jerusalem on Palm Sunday (John Ch.12 vs.12-15; Matthew Ch.21 vs.1-11; Mark Ch.11 vs.1-11; Luke Ch.19 vs.28-40).


Role play the story with children.


Children complete the speech bubbles on the worksheet.


Look at images of churches. Inform children that this is where Christians remember and sometimes act out the story. Through pictures of Christian children, explain how Christians remember the story in churches and sing hymns about the event.


Listen to or learn a Palm Sunday song or hymn.�


Step 3 Evaluate: Is it important for Christians to think about welcoming Jesus?


Teacher sets the scenario that the Christian child really likes to think about welcoming Jesus when s/he goes to Church on Palm Sunday. What do you think s/he might say? 


Children select cards that the Christian child might agree with.�


Step 4 Communicate: What is my experience of welcoming?


Discuss as a class the children’s responses to welcoming in their experience - of welcoming people and being welcomed themselves.


Children in pairs or small groups role play some of the ways in which a welcome is shown.


Children write simple poems or a class poem about welcoming.


Children draw and annotate their experience of welcoming





Step 5 Apply: How does welcoming affect me and other people?


Set up the children in small groups to act out scenarios where a welcome is not shown.


Children act out their scenarios and discuss their feelings and responses.


Discuss – are there some reasons why someone might not be welcome?








Opportunities for promoting children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) development:





Spiritual: providing an opportunity for enjoyment and fascination about their own lives and those of others. Giving opportunities to rejoice and celebrate things that are important to us.





Moral: developing an ability to understand and appreciate the viewpoints of others on these issues.





Social: sharing our own experiences and respond to the experiences of others. Working and socialising with others in a range of learning opportunities.





Cultural: willingness to participate in and respond positively to artistic, musical and cultural opportunities. Giving children an interest in and an opportunity to explore different faiths and beliefs.








Vocabulary (in bold) and knowledge building blocks





Children will learn that:





Welcoming is being polite or friendly to someone who is new


Jesus was Jewish and was in Jerusalem with his friends (disciples) to celebrate the Jewish festival of Passover


He came into Jerusalem riding a horse and he was welcomed by a crowd waving palm leaves at him.


Many people were excited to see him because they knew about him





This will build on their prior learning about





Jesus is a special person for Christians


They remember his life, death and coming back to life at Easter.


They begin to learn more about the Easter story in this unit








Assessment opportunities:





Evidence can be gathered when pupils:


re-tell or act out the Palm Sunday story


describe in simple terms how Christians welcome Jesus


apply the concept of welcoming to their own experience


contribute to a welcome pack.














Resources:


Resources:


Easter for infants teaching pack


Gill Vaisey book (My Christian Family)


Persona doll








Manor Infant School









