WHAT IS A PASCHAL CANDLE?
As churches buy new Paschal Candles each year, they may pass their obsolete ones on to you if you ask nicely! These candles are very impressive because they are tall and often beautifully decorated. Wikipedia has a picture of an interesting variety Paschal candles. 

The paschal candle is actually the tallest of all sanctuary candles. Commonly used in liturgical parishes during the Great Fifty Days of Easter, it is very ancient and symbolises the resurrected Christ. Paschal candles are always inscribed with a cross, the current year, and the Greek letters alpha and omega (beginning and end of the Greek alphabet) signifying that the Lord is eternally present. Sometimes, five grains of incense (symbolizing the five wounds of Christ – four from nails and one from the spear which pierced his side) are pressed into the arms and centre of the cross with pins or small nails. The paschal candle is mainly featured in the service of the Great Vigil where it is first lighted and brought into the sanctuary. According to ancient tradition, it is allowed to shine on throughout the Great Fifty Days until it is finally extinguished on Ascension Day. After that, it is removed from its place next to the altar and placed near the baptismal font. The Paschal Candle is also present in birth and death rituals: it is lit at baptisms to remind Christians that in baptism believers are crucified and raised with Jesus.  The paschal candle is also lit at Christian funerals as a reminder that those who die as Christians are raised up with Him.
