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There are five stories in the pack. There are questions further on for use with each story, and a list of common themes on the last page.
In order of difficulty, hardest first:
1) The Great Kang 

2) The Rainbow Snake

3) Woman Fallen from the Sky

4) Yin Yang

5) Lord Vishnu Makes the World
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A Creation Story told by the Bushmen of the Kalahari Desert

in Africa

Long, long ago, when the world was very young, all the people and animals lived happily together under the earth. Their Creator was the Great Kang, Lord of all Life. There was enough light to see by, enough food to eat. Everyone was happy and they all lived forever – there was no death.

One day the Great Kang declared, “I am going to bring life to the earth and the sky.” At his command, a great tree with many, many branches grew out of the earth. He made a wide tunnel appear, leading from the Underworld to the shady grass beneath the tree. The people were afraid and did not want to leave their underground world, but at last one man crept along the tunnel and climbed out into the sunlight. A woman followed, then another man, then a boy, then a girl. Soon everyone was sitting beneath the tree, marvelling at all the beautiful things they could see. Kang helped the animals climb through the tunnel – in twos, threes and fours. Faster and faster they climbed, tumbling over each other until some were pushed up the tree trunk and on to the branches, only to fall off on to the ground - but no-one was hurt.

All day people and animals talked together. They were friends. They all spoke the same language and understood each other.

Then the Great Kang spoke. “Look after each other, be kind, be happy. In one thing alone you must obey me: you must never make a fire.”

Then the Great Kang made the Sun. Each day it travelled across the sky, bringing warmth and brightness. Each night it hid under the earth and rested – and each night all living things huddled together, for they were frightened of the darkness. The people shivered in the cool air. Many of the animals had warm fur coats, but they were still afraid. “Let us build a fire,” cried one man. “Yes, yes, a fire will bring light and heat and we will not be afraid.” All the people and animals forgot the words of the Great Kang. They rubbed sticks together and they made a fire. They added leaves and twigs, then branches and soon they all sat together in the warm firelight, happy, laughing and chattering.

Suddenly the animals became silent. They looked at each other. “Remember the words of the Great Kang.” “He will punish us. Run, run!” They fled to the forests and the hills and they never returned to the big tree to sit under its great branches and talk with each other.

Men and women could no longer understand the animals, and many of them could not even understand each other.
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A Creation Story from the 

North American Indians

Beyond the sky lived the first people, and it was through a hole in the sky that a girl once fell. She was the daughter of the chief of the people. She fell towards the endless water which was below the skies, but remained unharmed because some swans came to her rescue and supported her as she fell. The Great Turtle swam to the depths of the ocean and made a “world island” by heaping earth on his back.

Woman Fallen from the sky settled on the island with her mother and prepared for the birth of her twins. One was evil and one was good. The evil one was called Taweskare (Tar – wesk – are – ee) and he decided to kick his way through his mother`s side in order to be born. This he did, and thus killed his mother. The twins grew up, cared for by their grandmother. Tsentsa (Ta – sent – sa) was the good twin who would work hard and then rest, but his evil brother, Taweskare, would then undo all the good work his twin had done.

When Tsentsa created fertile land with gentle slopes, Taweskare turned it into boggy marshes and barren mountain tops. When Tsentsa provided the land with fruitful harvests of crops, beautiful trees and plants, Taweskare made all the fruit small and covered them with prickly skins. So the struggle continued between the twins – one creating good in the world, while the other tried to spoil all that was good.



A Hindu Creation Story

Before the world there was nothing but ocean.

In the ocean lay Lord Vishnu, resting in the coils of a giant water snake. Vishnu felt ready to start the world and looked across the vast, still waters. Before his eyes Brahma appeared. He was the Creator God. He was sitting in a lotus blossom ready to obey Vishnu.

At his master`s command, Brahma divided the lotus flower into three parts – heaven, earth and sky. He then placed on the earth all manner of plants, then animals and insects to whom he gave the power of movement.

But his work was not finished. There was no-one to care for the world, no-one to enjoy it.

So Brahma divided himself into two perfect beings. 

One was a woman called Shatarupa 

(Shat – tar – oopa) which means “mysterious”, 

and the other was a man called Manu (Man – oo) 

which means “wise”. With great happiness, 

Shatarupa and Manu walked into their delightful 

world together – the first people of all time, to carry 

out their duty to Lord Vishu, to care for his world.


A Creation Story from the Aborigines, the native people of Australia

The Spirit God ruled over all the spirit world and all feared him. One day, however, Chinimin, his son, disagreed with him and this filled the Spirit God with a terrible fury. There was a gruesome fight which ended with Chinimin, fearing for his life, thrusting a spear into his father’s side.

In agony, the Great Spirit God fell through the waters of the spirit river, and through the sky, landing on Earth, which at that time was flat, and shapeless and completely dry. 

Where he landed, a great crater was formed, which filled with water from the spirit river above. He squirmed and writhed across the barren land like an enormous snake, leaving in his path great valleys, hills and mountains which filled with water from the lake. Soon, the new landscape began to burst into life, fed from the water, and a profusion of colourful plants emerged.

Then there were storms on earth – thunder, lightning, rain and then sunshine, and all these energies created creatures, who were given life by the blood of the Great Spirit Snake.

In time, the Great Spirit’s injured body healed, and he longed to return to his real home, the spirit world beyond the spirit river in the sky, so he sprang upwards and home, leaving behind him his discarded skin – a rainbow in the sky.

   A CHINESE CREATION STORY  

Before the world began, there was nothing but emptiness. Then, out of the emptiness, two powerful forces began to separate – Yang, which was male, hot, fiery and full of energy; and Yin, which was cool, misty, soft and feminine. They were both very strong and together they created all beings, and kept the world in balance and harmony.


So the world was created, but it was just a cloudy shape. Then P`an Ku, an enormous giant, was made from Yin and Yang. He set about building the world, still growing bigger and bigger as he worked.


He slaved and toiled from thousands of years digging river valleys, mountains and shaping the earth, until, eventually, he died of exhaustion. His body turned into mountains, his flesh became soil, his hair became plants and trees, his bones became rocks and his blood became rivers. Tiny parasites who had lived on his body now swarmed on the earth, and these became the first human beings.

Ying and Yang

Thinking about the Story

What was there in the beginning? Can you imagine complete emptiness?

What were the two forces called? Which was which?

Who did Yang and Yin make to help them?
What sort of being was he?

What did he do?
Why did he die?

Did he die completely? What did he leave behind?

What were the first human beings made from? What are parasites?

Thinking about the meaning of the Story

Who was more powerful – Yin or Yang? (both the same).

What would have happened if one had been stronger?
Why do we need balance?

What is harmony?

Can you give any examples where things go “out of balance”? (eg too much rain, too much sun, too much work, not enough work, too much money, not enough money).

Discuss the “Yin Yang” symbol on the story sheet. What do you notice about it?

P`an Ku made the earth and then died. Parts of him became the earth. Can you think of other times when this happens in real life? (A tree dies and becomes a habitat for many animals, then rots into the ground fertilising the soil; water takes on many forms in the water cycle, turning from clouds to rain to rivers.)

What might his teeth have become? His eyes? (etc)

The Rainbow Snake

Aborigines believe that they are part of the land and the land is part of them. Both themselves and the land - and the animals and plants - were made by their ancestors in a far-off time called Dreamtime. As in this story, all the features of the landscape were formed as a result of the exploits of their ancestors. It is the sacred duty of the Aborigines to preserve the land and to care for it.

Thinking about the Story

Who ruled the world? What sort of creature was he? (feared).

Who was his son?

What did Chinimin do? What happened to the Spirit God?

What was the world like when the Spirit God landed on it?

How did the world change once he arrived? Did it change for the better?

What made the creatures?

What made the rainbow?

Thinking about the meaning of the Story
Why might Chinimin and his father have quarrelled? 

When the Spirit God fell to earth, was the earth made better or worse? 

Can you think of an example from real life when a bad thing turns to some good (eg when we have had a problem it sometimes makes us more understanding of other people`s problems; a row can sometimes clear the air…….)

Can you imagine a time when the earth was lifeless? What brought life to the world?

How do you think the Aborigines feel about their land?

Lord Vishnu Makes the World

This is one of the many creation myths from the Hindu tradition.

The Hindu view of the world is cyclical: a continual round of birth, death and rebirth. Brahma is the creator, Vishnu is the preserver. There is a third God called Siva (pronounced Shiva) who is the destroyer God. In the vast cosmic pattern, he destroys in order for things to be re-created once more.

The Lotus blossom is a very common symbol in eastern religions. It is something pure and beautiful which emerges from the murky, muddy depths to reach upwards towards the skies.

Thinking about the Story

What was there in the beginning?

Where was Lord Vishnu? Whom did he see? Who was the master? (Vishnu)

What was lacking after Brahma had created the world? Why were people needed?

How were people made?

Thinking about the meaning of the Story

Discuss the symbol of the lotus blossom, using the picture.

From this story, what do you think that Hindus believe is human-kind`s job here on earth? (To look after and enjoy the world)

What do you think about the meanings of the names of the two people?

What were the two people made from? What does this mean about people?

If you were to continue writing this story, what do you think might have happened next?

 Woman Fallen from the Sky

This story reflects the American Indian belief that all life is a struggle, not so much between good and evil, but between good fortune and misfortune. It also reflects the fact that their lives were bound up with nature – no matter how hard you worked, nature could often thwart you. 

Thinking about the Story

Where did the first people live?

How did the first person come to earth? Who was she?

Who helped her? 

Who did she live with?

What were her babies like?

Thinking about the meaning of the Story

What does this story tell us about how the American Indians feel about animals? (first paragraph).

Does the way the twins behaved towards each other remind you of real life at all?

(Take the discussion outward from brothers and sisters to issues such as conservation, pollution and even wider to issues of good and evil).

What things might Tsentsa create? 

What things might Taweskare make?

The Great Kang

Thinking about the Story

Where did the first people live? What were their lives like?

How did the Great Kang bring life to the earth and sky?

How did the people react?

What was their new life like?

What did the Great Kang forbid them to do?

Why did they disobey him?

Who realised the enormity of what they had done?

Thinking about the meaning of the Story

Why were the people afraid when the Great Kang made these changes?

What does this story tell us about what the Kalahari bushmen believed about animals? (They respect them, but something human beings did in the past caused a rift between them?). About trees? (Support life? Important? Sacred?)

What did the people use to make fire (pieces of tree).

What does it mean when it said “…… and many of them could not even understand each other”? (Different languages).

If you were to continue writing this story, what do you think might have happened next?

COMMON THEMES

The Great Kang

First humans live somewhere else (underground)
Very reminiscent of Adam and Eve/Noah`s Ark:

· Tree. 

· Disobedience to God over one forbidden thing. 

· Paradise on earth destroyed by this?

· Animals came in two by two (three by three, etc.)

Fire forbidden (compare with Prometheus, Greek legend).

Other symbols: light, dark; the Sun. Animals.

The Rainbow Snake

Someone falls to earth from the sky.

Struggle brings about creation/energy (thunder, etc.)

Earth shapeless and dry.

Water = life.

Rainbow (cf Adam & Eve)

Woman Fallen from the Sky

First humans live somewhere else (sky)

Someone falls to earth.

The animals are friendly and help. 

A struggle brings about creation of something.

Opposites – good and evil.

Preoccupation with nature.

Yin and Yang

Nothing to begin with.

Power/separation brings about creation.

Opposites.

Earth shapeless.

Landscape of the earth made by and from P`an Ku.

Human beings made from parasites. Humans made last of all.

Lord Vishnu Makes the World

Nothing but ocean to begin with.

Snake.

Humans made from God (cf Adam & Eve “made in God`s likeness).

Human duty to care for world. Humans made last of all.







