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Worksheet for Step 3 — Explain the significance of
incarnation to Christians

The idea of incarnation is important to Christians
because ...

One day a Biritish scientist discovered a large anthill in his kitchen garden. These
were different from any ants he had observed before, so he was eager to study
them. But each time his shadow fell across the antbhill, the terrified ants scurried off

‘1 stepped back,” the scientist wrote in his diary, “and sat down on the grass to
think out the situation. | had only goodwill for the ants, | did not wish to harm one
of them. But how could | make the ants aware of my goodwill?”

My imagination played with the problem. To those tiny ants, | was an all-
powerful creature somewhere up there, whose thoughts they could not guess,
whose ways and intentions they could not know.

“If only | could communicate,” the scientist wrote. “But even that wouldn’t be
enough. Even then, | would be a gigantic being to the ants, and they would never
believe that | understood their problems — the minute organisation of the hill, their
struggles for food, their battles with other ants.”

“Only one thing could give them complete confidence. That is, if, by some
alchemy, | could — for a time — become an ant ...".

Extract from Beyond ourselves, by Catherine Marshall
Hodder and Stoughton, 1961
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