








Theme/Unit:  Jesus’ birthday





RE KS1





Year:  1





Term:  Autumn 2





Key concept:  Celebrating birthdays





Intended learning outcomes:





Children will be able to:





Step 1	express creatively their own responses to celebrating birthdays


Step 2	recognise ways in which pupils’ birthday celebrations affect their lives


Step 3	recognise what has been taught about the meaning of birthday celebrations


Step 4	recognise that Christians celebrate Jesus’ birthday by identifying some elements of the celebration


Step 5	in simple terms, recognise something of the value of celebrating Jesus’ birthday for Christians.


Informed by end of Year 1


expectations�


expectations








Sequence of activities:


Step 1 – Communicate: How do we celebrate birthdays?


Circle time activity to share birthday celebration experiences. Talk about feelings.


Have a birthday party for the teacher, the caretaker, teddy, or an imaginary classmate. Decorate the room, make cards, cut out presents you could give from a catalogue, share food, sing songs, blow out the candles and eat the cake.


Discuss how the class celebrated the birthday. In their books, children draw the items used to celebrate a birthday and talk about how they are used to celebrate a birthday.


Step 2 – Apply: When and why do we celebrate birthdays?


Discuss. We had a birthday for teddy (or caretaker, etc) … are there other ways we could celebrate birthdays? How? Could we celebrate a birthday every day/every week? Why/why not? What would we do if we couldn’t celebrate birthdays? How would we feel? Would it matter? Is it always good to celebrate birthdays? When would it not be good to celebrate (if the person was ill or sad)?


Act out scenarios celebrating a birthday in different contexts.


Step 3 – Inquire: What are birthday celebrations for?


Pupils bring in photographs of themselves as babies. Create a display: The day I was born.


Ask a mum into class to talk about her memories of the birthday of a child.


Emphasise that birthday celebrations celebrate birthdays and conclude by getting the class to agree all the different ways the class has stated that they celebrate a birthday.


Step 4 – Contextualise: How do Christians celebrate the story of Jesus’ birthday at Christmas?


Tell the traditional nativity story. Pupils role play the story or sequence pictures for display. 


Look at pictures of Christians celebrating. Ask pupils to identify the different ways in which people are celebrating Jesus’ birthday, eg: eating food, singing songs, having visitors, giving presents and cards, decorating the room.


Pupils cut out pictures and create a frieze or draw. Pupils indicate what they wish to be written on the labels for the pictures (teacher scribes) about the Christmas celebrations.


Look at Christmas cards, decorated crib scenes, wrapping paper, etc, which show baby Jesus. Discuss with the pupils why they think there are so many pictures of baby Jesus when Christians celebrate Christmas. Pupils speculate. Christmas is Jesus’ birthday celebration!


Step 5 – Evaluate: What do we think about Christians celebrating Jesus’ birthday?


Invite a Christian into class to talk about the story of Jesus’ birthday. Ask them why the story is important to them. Which parts do they like best, who are the most important characters in the story and why?


Discuss: If someone important like the Prime Minister said “No-one can celebrate Jesus’ birthday”, how would Christians feel? (Make reference to the frieze of Christmas celebrations.) What do Christians think about when they celebrate Jesus’ birthday?


Do you think it is important to celebrate birthdays? Why/why not?


Pupils complete the phrase “This celebration is important to Christians because …” for adding to the frieze made in Step 4.








Opportunities for promoting children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) development:





Spiritual: providing an opportunity for enjoyment and fascination about their own lives and those of others. Giving opportunities to rejoice and celebrate things that are important to us.





Moral: reflecting on making decisions and when others may influence us. To see when a decision is the right one and when someone is influenced by the wrong things. 





Social: sharing our own experiences and respond to the experiences of others. Working and socialising with others in a range of learning opportunities.





Cultural: willingness to participate in and respond positively to artistic and cultural opportunities. Giving children an interest in and an opportunity to explore different faiths and beliefs.











Vocabulary (in bold) and knowledge building blocks





Children will learn that:





Christians celebrate the birth of Jesus on Christmas Day


They remember how he was born in Bethlehem a long time ago and think about this at Christmas


They tell the Nativity story as a way of reminding themselves about how Jesus was born


They celebrate by sending cards that remind others about the birth of Jesus, going to special Christmas services, singing hymns about Jesus, having a crib displayed at home and giving presents.


There are many other ways they may choose to celebrate too











Assessment opportunities:





Evidence can be gathered when children:





identify items used in celebrating birthdays


discuss and act out scenarios


contribute to and talk about the display


create a frieze or individual pictures and labels


complete the phrase “This celebration is important to Christians because … ”. 








Resources:


items for enactment of birthday party, eg: cards, cake, candles, etc


pictures of celebrations at Christmas


Christmas cards, crib scenes, wrapping paper – showing baby Jesus.









