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Introduction to the unit:
· While at The Bay CE School you have used cycles of enquiry to look at questions regarding beliefs, values and ways of living. 
· One of the purposes of RE is to allow you to think about your own experiences and that of others  and to engage in this intellectually with material that is new and to discern what is valuable.
· Up to this point we have come up with things to look at, some of which have been general concepts to do with our society and some have been more focussed within a particular religious tradition. You have also done some philosophy of religion and looked at some ethical issues.
· We now want to give you the opportunity to choose something to look at yourself.
· Over 9 lessons you are going to get time to;
· Consider what you would like to look at.
· Come up with a key question you wish to try to answer.
· Collect information on the topic.
· Write up your findings.
· Present these to your peers.
· Not only is this giving you the opportunity to look at something you are really interested in but this process is one which you find in many higher education courses and in employment, so we are developing your skills in project based learning too.
· Your teacher will help and guide you at every step but will act more as a mentor, listening to what you want to do and guiding you to information, challenging you to think deeper and giving you feedback on the final piece of work.







The timeline
	Lesson
	Element of the course

	1
	Introduction
Coming up with ideas for concepts
Draft a question

	2
	Feasibility study on the question
Redraft (if necessary)
Communicate the concept and apply it to yourself

	3
	Present your idea and why it is important to you to the group. Get ideas and feedback from the class on how to move forward. 
Put together a plan for your next two research lessons so you are clear about what you need to find out.
Skills input session – researching, referencing and writing an extended piece of writing

	4
	Enquire and contextualise – research your topic

	5
	Enquire and contextualise – research your topic

	6
	Evaluate – write up your answer to the question as a draft

	7
	Evaluate – write up your answer to the question as a draft

	8
	Get someone else to read it and suggest changes or areas to develop 
Redraft your answer to make your final piece.

	9
	Presentations and feedback



The expectations by the end of the 9 lessons:
· This booklet completed (filled in)
· 1,500 word essay which is split into chapters and referenced.
· A short explanation to the group about what you looked at and learnt over the last 8 lessons.





How to reference all your research
It is important you know where you get all your research from and that your reader does too.  Whenever you use something from somewhere you have to be clear where you got it from and that someone else was the original author, otherwise you are committing plagiarism. When you use someone else’s work you must put straight after it who it is by and where it is from. Then you also need to have a full reference in the Bibliography which is a list at the end of your essay. If you use anything other than these three things ask your teacher or google how to reference it.
	Book
	Website – written pieces
	YouTube or other clips

	What you need
The surname(s) of author(s) followed by their initial, with a full stop. (Multiple authors should be separated by a semi-colon)    
Year of Publication, in brackets
The title of the work in italics 
Publication information i.e.:
· place of publication
· publisher  (Put a colon (:) after the place of publication, and a full stop after the publisher)
 The page(s) that you are citing (preceded by 'p.' if you are citing a single page, or 'pp.' if you are citing several pages.)
	What you will need
The name(s) of author(s), followed by a comma 
Year of publish, or last update, in brackets
The title of the piece in single inverted commas    ‘   ‘ , in italics
The name of the webpage in italics  
Available at:URL 
The date when you accessed the material, in brackets.
	What you will need
Name of person posting video
Year of posting, in brackets
Title of piece/film, in italics
Available at:URL
(Accessed: Date)




	How you write it in you essay Authors surname and then initial, then the year it was published and the page number. Example: (Guy, J. 2001, p. 15)
	How you write it in you essay
Example: (BBC News, 2014)
	How you write it in you essay
Example: The video (University of Birmingham, 2010).

	How you will put this information in the Bibliography
Example: Guy, J. (2001) The View Across the River: Harriette Colenso and the Zulu Struggle Against Imperialism. Charlottesville, Virginia: University Press of Virginia.

	How you will put this information in the Bibliography
Example: BBC News (2014) ‘Lights out’ ends day of WW1 centenary commemorations. Available at: http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-28632223 (Accessed: 17 October 2012).

	How you will put this information in the Bibliography
Example: The University of Birmingham (2010) The University of Birmingham experience. Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YLxV5L6IaFA (Accessed: 18 June 2015).



Lesson 1: What would you like to look at?
Today’s objective: To narrow down what you would like to look at and put together a question to answer.
Below are some headings to get you thinking, it could be that you have something totally different in mind. That’s fine too. You might know the special term or the religion something you are interested belongs to, do not worry just put the idea in the extra box. 
1. As an initial step we want you to highlight the areas you are most drawn to looking at, you might choose lots or only a few. You might not like any we have put but it sparked an idea. All other ideas just note down in the empty box.
	Religions or belief (just some ideas there are thousands!) 
	Concepts common to all people
	Concepts shared by many religions
	Concept in a particular religion
	Other ideas that came straight to you

	Christianity
Buddhism
Humanism
Judaism
Sikhism
Hinduism
Islam
Paganism 
Bah’ai
Religions found in Japan
Ancient Greek Gods
The Gods of Ancient Egypt
	Family
Devotion
Death
Love
Justice
Hope
Prejudice
Authority
Peace
Community
Purpose
	Worship
Celebration
Myth
Ceremony
Rites of passage
Stewardship
Conversion
Pilgrimage
God
Angels
Symbol
	Karuna (Buddhism)
Jati (Hinduism)
Yawmuddin (Islam)
Kosher (Judaism)
Khalsa (Sikhism)
Secularism (Humanism)
	


2. 
3. Now we have some ideas. Pick one or a set of ideas that could be linked and note below. For example I might have been drawn to the Ancient Greek Gods and then to death and the word myth. From these three I could come up with something to look at. Put down your chosen words below:


4. Let’s take these words and formulate into a question. In the box I have given you a few ideas. If you are struggling you could look and see how these questions were formed or even, if you have no clue look for a question to do from the ones below.
What did the Ancient Egyptians think happened to you when you died?
Why is it there are so many Gods and Goddesses in Hinduism?
What makes someone a pagan?
Do angels exist?
Is total peace possible?
Can you believe in science and still be religious?









My draft question is: 

I like this question because:


Lesson 2: Would my question work?
Today’s objective: To conduct a feasibility study on my question to see if it is large enough that there is enough to look at but not too big that you cannot manage it.
The question I decided on last time was:

Then you answer the following questions:
1. What do I already know on this topic?


2. What would be the key things I would need to find out? Where would I find this information?
	What would I need to find out?
	Where would I get this information and can I do this?

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



3. Do I think there would be the right amount for my 1,500 word essay? (If it is too big how could you adapt the question to make it more specific?)



At this point you might think you want to change your whole idea – this is fine. You need to think carefully about your new idea in relation to the above to check it will be a good question. Others of you might just want to change part of your question or keep it exactly as it is.
My chosen concept/topics is:

Your final chosen question is: 

I have chosen this question because …

Some of the things I can see me struggling with are …

I can work on these by …

In the question ‘Do angels exist?’, we need to be clear what we mean by ‘angels’ and ‘existence’. 
We are going to need to be clear what these words mean to us if we want to answer the question. This is our starting point.
	Your concept or concepts
	What does the term mean to you?

	EXAMPLE: Angels
	“I do not believe in angels because I have never seen one and in stories they appear and talk to people like Mary in the Bible. I also do not think angels exist because the majority of people never see an angel and most of those who do believe in them, this makes me think the people who see them want to see them.”

	

	

	

	




Lesson 3: Our research plan
In order to complete within the time frame we need to be clear about what we need to research and how we are going to record this information. To do this we will today put together a research plan. 
Your essay is likely to take the following format. I have also given an example.
	Front cover
	Your question, Name, Class, Image
	EXAMPLE: Do angels exist?

	Contents
	List of the different sections
	

	Introduction
	Introduce the topic and the key words. 
For example if you are looking into the different Gods in Hinduism then here we would answer the question What is Hinduism?
You will also need to explain what you hope to learn.
	What is an angel? (definitions given from a range of places)

My initial premise? (From this starting point whether I think angels exist)

Why I picked this question and what I want to achieve by answering this question.

	Section 1
	
	Arguments that suggest Angels exist

	Section 2
	
	Arguments that suggest Angels do not exist

	Section 3
	
	Angels in Christianity – a case study.

	Final conclusion
	
	Based on the research we answer the question with detailed reasoning.

	Bibliography 
	
	



1. Set up a Bibliography in a google doc. From now on every time you look at a website or a book to help you with this project you need to reference it in the Bibliography even if you do not quote it or use it. Remember you must reference in the correct manner. This booklet tells you how to do this.
2. Come up with your own structure so you know what you need to research. It might be you have to do some pre-research in order to be able to even think about your structure.  You can copy and paste the one above and adapt it if you wish.



3. Research plan
	Things I need to find out:
	Where I am going to look for this information:
	When I am going to do this:

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	














Lesson 4 and 5: Research
We do not want anything to get lost.
We suggest you put the headings of your different sections and put your research under the headings using the correct referencing, so that you can use it easily when you write up your work. You need to use multiple sources (different websites, clips and books).
Use the following space for recording your notes.




















Read to write?
Here is the sequence you now need to follow:
1. Write a draft in a google doc. This is the whole essay, exactly as you want it and fully complete.
2. Share your draft with someone else. Get them to read it. In a different colour they write notes all over your work, positives but also anything that needs changing like spellings and things that do not make sense. They may also give you additional small questions, things they think are missing or things they think should be added.
3. The person then talks you through these notes so you are positive about what they are saying and then make the changes you want to.
4. We suggest you then show someone else and get another opinion. They do the same, giving you feedback.
5. You make any final changes and then you have your final project.
6. Design a short presentation that you can give to the class or a small group about what your question was and what you learnt. 
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