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Intended learning outcomes:





Children will be able to:


Step 1	Share their own experience of looking forward


Step 2 	listen to others talk about how looking forward relates to their own lives


Step 3 	begin to identify how looking forward relates to everyone


Step 4 	begin to recognise the story of the Prodigal Son which  looks forward in the context of Christianity


Step 5	Reflect on looking forward and why it is important to many Christians. Is it important for them?


Assess using the EYFS Early Learning Goals








Key concept: Looking forward








Sequence of activities:


Step 1 – Communicate: 


In a group discuss with the children how they moved from nursery to school - what did they do to help them get ready for their new school? Eg: teacher visited you at home, you visited the school to play and teachers visited the nurseries and pre-schools. 


Step 2 – Apply: 


Discuss: How did you feel about moving from their nursery/pre-school to the school you are in now? Draw a picture of nursery and of school then write underneath how they felt for example worried, excited, scared, upset …


Step 3 – Inquire: 


Read the story of We’re going on a Bear Hunt to the class – act out using the different natural resources, children to wear wellington boots to do this.  At the end of the story discuss with the children how the characters kept looking forward even though they didn’t know what was going to happen next. How do you think they felt? Scared, worried, curious, excited?  We can feel like this when we have to move forward to somewhere new. 


Step 4 – Contextualise: 


Look at some stories on looking forward within Christianity. 


Use an infant bible; download onto an ipad – Bible app for kids - the story of the parable of the Prodigal Son (on app it is called Coming home). 


Discuss how the father and the son moved on from the mistakes of the past. The father forgave his son, gave him a hug and then threw a big party to celebrate him coming home. The son or the father did not look back to the mistake instead they moved forward together. 


Activity: Make a puppet show of the story of the Prodigal Son and act out together. 


Step 5 – Evaluate: 


Discuss: why it is important for the father and son to look forward? Tell children it is because they did not keep thinking about the past, the father forgave the son and they looked forward. 


Discuss: why it is important for them to look forward? Tell children it is because they need to learn new skills, make new friends, have different adventures and grow in their new experiences at school.








Opportunities for promoting children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) development:





Spiritual: providing an opportunity to be reflective about their own beliefs, religious or otherwise, that inform their perspective on life and their interest and respect for different people’s faiths, feelings and  values.





Moral: developing an interest in investigating and offering reasoned views and an ability to understand and appreciate the viewpoints of others on these issues.





Social: sharing our own experiences and responding to the experiences of others. Developing and demonstrating skills and attitudes that will allow them to participate fully in and contribute positively to life in modern Britain. 





Cultural: willingness to participate in and respond positively to artistic, musical and cultural opportunities. Giving children an interest in and an opportunity to explore different faiths and beliefs.





Vocabulary (in bold) and knowledge building blocks





Children will learn that:





Christians are people who follow Jesus as a teacher


Jesus told many stories to help his followers know how to behave


The Prodigal son is a story he told about a young man who spent far too much money and left home 


His father was very upset but forgave him everything when the son returned home


The father and son looked forward instead of backwards


Christians use this story to look forward and to forgive people





Assessment opportunities:





Apply – draw a picture and write about what they felt. �


Contextualise – take part in a puppet show and tell the story of looking forward in the Prodigal Son. 





Resources:


We’re going on a bear hunt by Michael Rosen [ISBN 978-0744523232]


Ipad – Bible app for kids


Worksheet  for apply. 


Resources to make puppets. 









