

Vocabulary (in bold) and knowledge building blocks


Children will learn that:


The Golden Rule is an ethical principle that many Humanists & different religions use 


It helps Humanists see how to live their life


It can be expressed positively “treat others as you would like to be treated yourself”


It can be expressed negatively “don’t treat others the way you would not like to be treated yourself”


Many Humanists use 10 rules to live their lives by





Opportunities for promoting children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) development:





Spiritual: providing an opportunity to be reflective about their own beliefs, religious or otherwise, that inform their perspective on life and their interest in and respect for different people’s faiths, feelings and values.





Moral: giving the opportunity to recognise the difference between right and wrong and to readily apply this understanding in their own lives, recognising the legal boundaries and in so doing, respect the civil and criminal law of England. Developing an ability to understand and appreciate the viewpoints of others on these issues.





Social: sharing our own experiences and respond to the experiences of others. Working and socialising with others in a range of learning opportunities.





Cultural: willingness to participate in and respond positively to artistic, musical and cultural opportunities. 








Intended learning outcomes:


Children will be able to:


Step 1: Communicate: respond creatively as well as begin to explain our own responses to human experience of living a good life





Step 2: Apply: explain some examples of how our responses to a good life can be applied to our own lives and to the lives of others





Step 3: Inquire: accurately explain the concept of a good life





Step 4: Contextualise: accurately explain how Humanists might live a good life





Step 5: Evaluate: discern the value of living a good life to Humanists using examples.


Discern the possible value of this for their own lives and communities





Informed by end of Year 6 expectations





Assessment opportunities:


Evidence can be gathered when children:


Inquire – accurately explain the concept of a good life


Evaluate – discern the value of living a good life.
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Resources:


Humanist ‘rules’ - � HYPERLINK "http://understandinghumanism.org.uk/uhtheme/ethics/?age=7" �understandinghumanism.org.uk/uhtheme/ethics/?age=7�


Harry Potter clip – Youtube/DVD




















Sequence of activities:





Step 1: Communicate – What does it mean to you to live a ‘good life’? Can you think of any examples of people who live a ‘good life’? Children draw/paint two contrasting pictures of people living a ‘good life’ and a ‘bad life’. Use these pictures as a stimulus for a conversation or P4C enquiry. Discuss whether immoral actions always have a negative consequence.





Step 2: Apply – How might we live a good life? What happens if someone chooses not to? Where do rules come from? Introduce idea of Plato’s Ring of Gyges/Harry Potter’s invisibility cloak. If you would not get caught, what would you do? What would you not do and why? Drama activity in small groups. How might we link this to the concept of a good life? 





Step 3: Inquire – What does a ‘good life’ involve? What are the complexities surrounding this concept? How does school encourage us to live a good life? Order school rules from most to least important to you. Always? Order the rules by how easy they are to follow. Do we notice anything about this/does this make us wonder anything? Possible to introduce vocabulary of ‘moral’ and ‘immoral’ here if appropriate.





Step 4a: Contextualise - Ask the class in pairs to try to come up with a rule that they can all agree to live by at home and at school that covers all situations.


Introduce the Golden Rule – for many Humanists, an ethical principle for how you live your life. It can be expressed positively “treat others as you would like to be treated yourself” or negatively “don’t treat others the way you would not like to be treated yourself”. It is, also seen in different ways in many religions. Look at Humanist 10 rules to live life by which is followed by some Humanists (either by Donald Fletcher or Bertrand Russell. NB: will need some adapting for your class slightly for content and language used). Class teacher to choose six of these rules and give to the children on pieces of paper. Children to order the rules from most to least important for living a good life (could do a diamond-9 type activity). Children can then choose which rule to reject and swap it for a rule of their own creation.


Step 4b: Contextualise – Roleplay drama: two Humanist characters making a possible good life choice and a bad life choice. (eg someone drops money on the floor – do they take it or return it?). Create a thought bubble for each of the characters explaining their thought processes during/after the decision. What reason might some Humanists have for returning the money to the owner? What reason might they have for keeping it? How does this link to our concept?





Step 5: Evaluate – Is it important for Humanists to live a good life? Is it important for you to live a good life? What might the differences/similarities be? Why should we respect the Humanist point of view? What should we now do differently as a class/school to help ourselves live a good life?  Discuss in groups and come up with a reasoned plan. Write a letter to Headteacher explaining what we should do differently now and why.
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