	Year 3

Autumn Term
	Theme/Unit: The Cross as a Christian symbol
	RE KS2

	Intended

learning outcomes

1. Children can accurately describe what a symbol is.

2. Children can accurately describe how different crosses have different meanings.

3. Children can discern and describe the value of a symbol to Christians and the possible value for themselves and others

4. Children can express creatively as well as describe a personal response to the concept of a symbol.
5. Children can recognize and describe how the concept can be applied in their own and others’ lives.
Informed by end of Year 4 expectations
	Key concept: Symbol
	Opportunities for promoting children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) development:

Spiritual: providing an opportunity to be reflective about their own beliefs, religious or otherwise, that inform their perspective on life and their interest in and respect for different people’s faiths, feelings and values.

Moral: developing an ability to understand and appreciate the viewpoints of others on these issues.

Social: sharing our own experiences and respond to the experiences of others. Working and socialising with others in a range of learning opportunities.

Cultural: willingness to participate in and respond positively to artistic, musical and cultural opportunities. Giving children an interest in and an opportunity to explore different faiths and beliefs.
_________________________________
Vocabulary (in bold) and knowledge building blocks:

Children will learn that:

· A symbol is something that stands for something else, an idea or value for example
· The cross is a very important symbol for Christians

· It symbolizes the death and resurrection of Jesus and the belief in life after death for Christians

· There are many different types of crosses each with a different emphasis – for example the empty cross emphasizing the resurrection and the crucifix showing the suffering of Jesus



	
	Sequence of activities over several lessons:

Step 1 (Enquire) LESSON ONE
What is a symbol? Letters, numbers, + etc. Take ideas. What about a heart (Valentine’s card?) Perhaps look at logo for your school (if suitable). Why was that symbol chosen? If possible, relate to the values of your school. Eg A tree could mean that there are lots of trees nearby but also stand for the idea that the children are growing (older/wiser, etc.). Use the PowerPoint “Symbols Y3”(stopping at slide 9) to generate discussion and ideas, trying to draw out the fact that some symbols are utilitarian and promote a quick understanding, by-passing language. Others stand for ideas and values and it would offend a believer if they were not treated with respect.  
Step 2 (Contextualise)

Tell the Easter story (see resource list). Look at selection of Christian crosses/crucifixes/rosaries.  (Crosses topic box from RE Centre includes empty cross, suffering crucifix, Christ in glory, palm cross, Salvador cross - see resource list).  Which parts of the story would the different crosses remind Christians of? Children choose a cross or two to draw: write a description underneath saying which part of the Easter story it would remind Christians of. Draw children back together and get them to share their ideas together. Finish session agreeing that a symbol stands for a big idea.
Step 3 (Evaluate) LESSON TWO
Show crosses looked at earlier. How important is the cross for Christians? What does it mean for them? Would it upset Christians if they saw a cross being treated disrespectfully? Would another symbol do? (What?) See also the PPt The Cross Discussion (Evaluate) to support discussion.)  Do different crosses remind them of different things? Would all Christians agree? Might different Christians choose different crosses as being important to them? Think of a question they would like to ask about how Christians feel about the cross. Write down 2. Come back together as a class and choose a few “best” questions to discuss. Take these on Church visit to ask local Vicar about, or invite a practising Christian to visit. In church, look for different crosses and draw/photograph.
Step 4 (Communicate) LESSON THREE
Ask children to close their eyes and imagine they are going on a journey to a New World. Imagine landscape etc etc. What would be the important rules and values they would have there? Remember two important values and record (eg family, kindness). Think of a way to show these ideas in a symbol – it should be a simple drawing, not a “picture”. (Look back at PowerPoint to reinforce this). Tell a partner first and discuss then make a special drawing of your symbol. Look at finished work. Can we work out what other people’s symbols stand for? How should we treat each others’ symbols?
Step 5 (Apply)  LESSON FOUR
Recap on what we know about symbols so far. Look at PPt (Symbols Y3) again, this time all the way through. (The last slide shows a Swastika but don’t look at this just yet). Imagine a life without symbols – what problems would this cause? Is a road sign the same type of symbol as a cross? Why/not? Can symbols stand for bad things? (eg swastika – explain). Should a Christian be allowed to wear a crucifix to school? Discuss or role-play – teacher pretends to be Head who says they are not allowed. Children imagine they are on the School Council; how would they respond?

	

	Assessment  opportunities: 

Can children ask some thoughtful questions about how Christians feel about crosses? 

Can they recognise that different crosses stand for different parts of the story?

In lesson 4, what was their response about palm crosses – are they sensitive to feelings of others?


	
	

	
	Resources: 
· Crosses topic box from RE Centre [01962 863134] or selection of crosses:  empty cross, suffering crucifix, Christ in glory, palm cross, Salvador cross.
· Heart pictures. 
· Easter books The First Easter. 
· PowerPoints “Symbols Y3” & “The Cross discussion (Evaluate)”.
	


