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	Intended

learning outcomes

1. Children can accurately explain what people mean by resurrection.
2. Children can accurately explain how resurrection is significant within the Easter story and how this is expressed through art.

3. Children can discern the value of people’s interpretations of resurrection 
4. Children can respond creatively as well as explain their own response to the concept of resurrection through painting

5.  Children can explain some examples of how people will have different ideas about the concept of resurrection.
Informed by end of Year 6  expectations

	Focus/key concept: Resurrection
	Opportunities for promoting children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) development:

Spiritual: providing an opportunity to be reflective about their own beliefs, religious or otherwise, that inform their perspective on life and their interest in and respect for different people’s faiths, feelings and values.

Moral: developing an ability to understand and appreciate the viewpoints of others on these issues.

Social: sharing our own experiences and respond to the experiences of others. Working and socialising with others in a range of learning opportunities.

Cultural: willingness to participate in and respond positively to artistic, musical and cultural opportunities. Giving children an interest in and an opportunity to explore different faiths and beliefs.
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​___________________________________

Vocabulary (in bold) and knowledge building blocks:

Children will learn that:

· The resurrection of Jesus is a central Christian belief

· Christians believe that death is not to be feared 
· Christians believe that Jesus’ resurrection has opened up the possibility of eternal life for them
· The belief in the resurrection is shown in many ways by Christians, for example using an empty cross, words in hymns, Christian writings and the focus on new life at Easter


	
	You need to have read the full Easter story to the children if possible.

Sequence of activities over several lessons:
Step 1 (Inquire) [This + Step 2 will need 3 lessons altogether]
What does resurrection mean? Discuss ideas, exploring non-religious meanings as well. Deal with misconceptions – eg ghosts, haunting.
Step 2 (Contextualise ) 
Read an account of the discovery of the empty tomb. Discuss the variety of moods Jesus’ followers and enemies must have felt when they heard this story. Compare the 3 Christian artefacts: an empty cross, cross of the risen Christ and a cross of the suffering Christ. Discuss the differences. Tell the story of The Road to Emmaus. Watch how the story is portrayed in The Miracle Maker. Children act out the story. Cleopas? Thomas? His mother Mary? A Roman? Pontius Pilate? The Pharisees? Record by drawing one or two of the characters with thought/speech bubbles. (See Exploring feelings of people in the story.) Discuss various ideas.
Write a diary entry for one of the characters in the story, focusing on the idea of resurrection.
Step 3 (Evaluate)  [Lesson 3]
Can you be a Christian if you don’t believe in the resurrection? How important a belief is it? Look at the 3 statements about Christian beliefs about resurrection & discuss. Go back to some of the things the children have said about the resurrection (eg Maybe he wasn’t dead). In groups of 3, give children statement slips about the resurrection. Sort statements according to What Christians might say and What other people might say. Reconvene and discuss. Add any more statements the children come up with. Children should be left with the understanding that although the Resurrection is a (maybe the) key belief, there are some grey areas about this and that not all Christians believe exactly the same. Watch the “Deep magic” scene in The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe (where Aslan comes back from the dead) and discuss.
Step 4 (Communicate) [Lesson 4 - painting]
Ask children: What do you think happens after death? Is death the end? Look at parts of An Encyclopedia of Heaven to show different ideas about death. Include non-religious views. Give children some time to prepare notes to say what they think. Plan a painting to depict symbolically your idea of “After death”. Paint your picture and write out an “art gallery” explanation label to hang with it.
Step 5 (Apply) [Lessons 5 & 6]
Explore ready-prepared statements about death. If people believe in the Resurrection, how might this affect their beliefs about life after death? If people believe in life after death, how might this affect how they live? Debate: People who believe in an after life are likely to behave better in their earthly lives. Teacher to chair in order to widen the exploration of these ideas.
	

	Assessment  opportunities:

Evaluation of the statements about the resurrection. 
Can children empathize with believers?
Painting. 
Debate.
	
	

	
	Resources: 
An Encyclopedia of Heaven (Houghton Mifflin 978-1902618128);  crosses artefacts; The Lion the Witch & the Wardrobe film; The Miracle Maker film. Items in red can be downloaded from this site.
See also RE Centre teaching pack Easter for KS2 which contains a unit on resurrection.

	


