	Upper KS2
Spring Term
	Theme/Unit: Jesus the Law-Breaker
	RE KS2

	Intended

learning outcomes

1. Children can accurately explain what people mean by laws and how they compare with rights and rules.
2. Children can accurately explain how Jesus’ attitude to the Law is significant within the Easter story.

3. Children can discern the value to Christians of Jesus’ attitude to laws and discern the possible value of laws for themselves and their communities
4. Children can respond creatively as well as begin to explain a personal response to the concept of laws and law-breaking
5.  Children can explain some examples of laws in their own and others’ lives.
Informed by end of Year 6 expectations

	Focus/key concept: Laws
	Opportunities for promoting children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) development:

Spiritual: providing an opportunity to be reflective about their own beliefs, religious or otherwise, that inform their perspective on life and their interest in and respect for different people’s faiths, feelings and values.

Moral: developing an ability to understand and appreciate the viewpoints of others on these issues.

Social: sharing our own experiences and respond to the experiences of others. Working and socialising with others in a range of learning opportunities.

Cultural: willingness to participate in and respond positively to artistic, musical and cultural opportunities. Giving children an interest in and an opportunity to explore different faiths and beliefs.

____________________________________
Vocabulary (in bold) and knowledge building blocks:

Children will learn that:

· There are many stories in the gospels where Jesus acted in a way that would provoke discussion or disagreement
· Some of the stories show him challenging the laws/rules of the day if he felt the laws were being misinterpreted
· An example of this is Jesus overturning the tables in the Temple and challenging the way people behaved there

· This led to some people being against Jesus and accusing him later of blasphemy (saying something that is disrespectful to God or something sacred) 

· This was one of the charges that led to his death



	
	Children should be familiar with the  Easter story
Sequence of activities over several lessons:

Step 1 Inquire) What rules do we have?  Ask a group of children to act out board game to the rest of the class, first with rules then without. Would it work? Life without rules? Discuss. Look at the UN Children’s Charter and consider whether they are good ‘rules’. What have rights got to do with rules? Is there are difference between rules and laws? What laws does our country have? Are they all good? Possible activities: Children write an explanation of what rules are and what laws are; illustrate (pro-forma provided if needed). Or choose an Article from the UN Charter and paint a picture to depict it. Make a class frieze of these.
Step 2 (Contextualise) Remind children that Jesus was Jewish and lived in Judaea in the time of the Roman Empire. Like others, he would have followed both Jewish and Roman laws. Talk about times when Jesus acted in ways that provoked discussion or disagreement for example when Jesus overturned tables in the Temple ("Jesus Cleansed the Temple" | Bible Lessons for Kids; John 2:13-17) or associated with those who were not well liked at the time, such as tax collectors (Luke 5:27-32) or sinners (Luke 7:36-50). Read children the story of how Jesus was seen by some to break the Sabbath Laws and discuss ( John 12:9-14, healing a man on the Sabbath). Was Jesus wrong to do these things? Why/not? Ask: Why was Jesus disliked by some people? Did everyone dislike him and want to harm him? What sort of groups were against him (eg the Romans, some of the authorities, those with power, rich people)?
Explain that one of the charges brought against Jesus by the authorities at his trial was blasphemy: he said he was The Son of God. Remember to explain that in Jesus’ community there were strict laws about blasphemy. There were a mixture of reasons for the charges against Jesus, but he was clearly seen as a threat by some and loved by others in the community.
With children’s help, list Jesus` ‘offences’. Children make a WANTED poster showing these. Drama – children are given/choose a person who might have met Jesus and think about their reaction to him. Freeze-frame and ask: what do you think about Jesus breaking these laws? Would Jesus have been put to death if he hadn’t broken the law? Why/not? 

Step 3  (Evaluate) Why did he break the laws? Discuss Jesus’ statement: The Sabbath was made for people not people for the Sabbath. What did he mean? Do pupils think that Jesus was saying laws don’t matter? Is Jesus thought of as a good man today? Would people today mind that he broke the rules? Explain that Jesus had his own ‘laws’ which people sometimes call ‘The Two Great Commandments ’; love God and love your neighbour (Matthew 22: 37-40). Do children think of the two Great Commandments are still important today? Could we replace our school rules with the one rule ‘do as you would be done by?’ Promote discussion among those who think yes and those who disagree.
Step 4 (Communicate) Possible ideas: Write/act out a mini-script where someone is tempted to break the law (in a good or bad cause). Use conscience alley drama technique to raise issues around this. If you were in charge of the country, what Top 10 laws would you make? Present as scroll, poster, law-book. Look at the Class Charter/Golden Rules in pairs and ask pupils to decide if they would like to make any changes. If they could write the Whole School Charter, what would they include?
Step 5 (Apply) Ask children: Have you ever broken the rules? When? Why? Why not? Would you break the law? Teacher plays devil’s advocate, arguing that we have agreed it’s always important to keep the rules so we should keep them whatever the situation. If they think rules should sometimes be broken, challenge children to justify their opinion (eg a police car breaking the speed limit – examples from school?). You could tell the story of Nelson Mandela who broke laws in order to draw attention to apartheid, or the suffragettes. Should laws change sometimes? Are you sometimes too young to understand the rules; eg a toddler breaks something deliberately should s/he be punished? Explore a debated issue such as people being prosecuted for attacking a burglar in their home.
Resources
The Jesus Story by Mary Batchelor ISBN 978-0140376661); The Children’s Illustrated Bible (or similar) Dorling Kindersley; Bible Stories for Classroom and Assembly (New Testament) Jack Priestley ISBN 9780900274541. 
UN Children’s Charter: Go to UNICEF UK website > schools > education resources
Bible Gateway to find NT passages : Matthew 12 NIV - Jesus Is Lord of the Sabbath - At that - Bible Gateway
"Jesus Cleansed the Temple" | Bible Lessons for Kids
Always check the films and passages before teaching, to make sure they are suitable for your own class. 


	

	Assessment  opportunities:
Writing a story or comic strip about someone who is tempted to break the law.

Explaining how Jesus’ attitude to the law is important in the Easter story.


	
	


