







Theme/Unit:  Cross-curricular links with history, eg: World War II, Ancient Greeks, or science (power as energy)





RE KS2





Year:  6





Term:  





Key concept:  Power





Intended learning outcomes:


Children will be able to:


1	accurately explain what people might mean by power.


2	accurately explain how God’s power is significant for Christians and Muslims.


3	discern the value of believers’ interpretations of God’s power and the possible value of power for themselves and others.


4	respond creatively as well as begin to explain their own personal response to the concept of power. 


5	explain how power affects their own and other people’s lives.


Informed by the end of Year 6 expectations








Sequence of activities: 


Step 1 Inquire: What is power?�What is power? Who has the most power in your family? How are disputes settled? Do children have any power? Children talk with a partner about own experience. Suggest also the words ‘influence’ and ‘authority’. Who has power in this country? Children sort ‘power cards’ provided (eg Prime Minister, the people, The Queen) either in order of power, or another way of their choosing. (Link with Citizenship). Discuss; teacher records on board (eg mind-map). Children then go on to map something similar for school power structure. You could also make a Wordle, a collage or some sort of recording of what power means; add to this as the unit proceeds. Or look at Power Images and discuss what sort of power is depicted in each. In pairs, give a print-out of hand-outs from the PPT so children can jot ideas on each.


Step 2 Contextualise: The power of God �What is the most powerful thing you can think of? What types of power are there? Is power inside or outside? Is there anything more powerful than humans? Expect responses such as natural disasters, nature, etc and probably God. If not suggest God yourself: Some people believe that…. Look at the Michelangelo picture of Adam and the finger of God. What do pupils think would happen if the fingers touched? Suggest we look for evidence of what people believe about God’s power: Bible passages: Noah’s ark in Genesis, Isaiah 40:28-31, Matthew 19:26):  words from Christian songs, images; for Islam, Qur’an passages and 99 names Allah, Muslim stories. Children work in groups noting all the things Christians believe God has power over/Muslims believe of Allah, what those powers are thought to be, etc. Compare findings.


Step 3 Evaluate: What is the value, for the believer, of God’s power? What do I think about what they believe?�Discuss findings and what they tell us. Eg In this story, Jesus calmed the storm so that means that he has power over the weather… and maybe things like earthquakes. It says in the story of the creation that God made everything – and that is what these song lyrics seem to be saying. Go on to ask the children to formulate some questions for a Christian (or maybe God) to answer: If you have power over the weather, why are there droughts/global warming? Do you have power over people’s minds? God helped the Israelites escape from Egypt. Does that mean God takes sides in every war? Children record their questions for display.


Step 4 Communicate: What is my experience of power?�Play some powerful music (see below for ideas; play without images.) While listening, children think about power – what images come to mind? As they listen a second time, write/draw their response to the word ‘Power’ and discuss these with a partner. 


OR – children to draw themselves and show with incoming arrows (varying sizes) all the influences that are working upon them. What do they have power over? Or draw a diagram of their family power structure.


Step 5 Apply: How does power affect our lives? P4C opportunity�Watch Tiananmen Square ‘tank-man’ clip (link below). A possible question to get discussion going might be: Who had the power in that incident? Discuss. (Teachers trained in P4C could go on to do an enquiry, stipulating that the question must be linked to concept of Power.) If you had power for a day, choose one thing that you would you do. Look back at collection of ideas made at Enquire. Anything to add/change?





Opportunities for promoting children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) development:





Spiritual: providing an opportunity to be reflective about their own beliefs, religious or otherwise, that inform their perspective on life and their interest in and respect for different people’s faiths, feelings and values.





Moral: developing an ability to understand and appreciate the viewpoints of others on these issues.





Social: sharing our own experiences and respond to the experiences of others. Working and socialising with others in a range of learning opportunities.





Cultural: willingness to participate in and respond positively to artistic, musical and cultural opportunities. Giving children an interest in and an opportunity to explore different faiths and beliefs.











Vocabulary (in bold) and knowledge building blocks


Children will learn that:


For Christians, there are stories in the Old and New Testament which reveal the power of God over nature and the world


In the Old Testament, the story of God parting the sea for Moses to pass through, saving them from the Pharoah is an example


In the New Testament, the story of Jesus calming the water on the lake is an example of his power over nature


Muslims express their belief in the power of Allah through the 99 names – eg the Mighty, the Forceful One, the All Powerful


The Qur’an also confirms the power of Allah – 5:12 “Allah has power over everything”








Assessment opportunities:


P4C discussion; ability to explain (and formulate questions about) what Christians and/or Muslims think about God’s power, relating this to evidence.





Resources:


Powerful music: eg � HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a_urxI9L5Ak&feature=relmfu" �http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a_urxI9L5Ak&feature=relmfu�  or � HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8sbKVdHhz6U" �http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8sbKVdHhz6U� (use sound only); Bible passages; lyrics from Christian songs; Christian posters; 99 names Allah; Qur’an passages; video clip ‘Tankman’: � HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9-nXT8lSnPQ" �http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9-nXT8lSnPQ�
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