

Vocabulary (in bold) and knowledge building blocks


Children will learn that:


Jews, Christians and Muslims all share the same belief that God is Just


The rabbi and the cow is a Jewish story about how G-d provides justice even when it appears to be the opposite


The parable of the Prodigal story is a Christian story about how God treats people, which can be the opposite way people might treat each other 


Justice for all is a Muslim story which affirms that no one is above the justice of Allah








Resources:


Justice concept map blank and PowerPoint images of justice Boy by Roald Dahl or A Long Walk to Freedom by Nelson Mandela. Stories and PowerPoints for Contextualise. Speech bubble sheet. Table on Jonah and The Lost Son.








.


Communicate -  discussion cards.




















Sequence of activities:





Inquire – What does justice mean?


Look at PowerPoint of justice images. Brainstorm in groups the meaning of the word.


Create a class definition/create concept map.  Can you think of any examples of justice or injustice? 





Contextualise – Do Jews, Christians and Muslims believe that God is just?


a) Read the story of The Lost (Prodigal) Son (N.T.) or watch PowerPoint/DVD.  Stop half way through the story – Conscience Alley – should the father give the money?


Complete the story – where is the justice?  Was it just to welcome the son back?  Was it just for the older brother? Act out the story in groups.


b) Read story of Jonah & Whale (O.T.) or watch PowerPoint/DVD – Is destroying a city a just punishment for not obeying God? Was Jonah right to be angry with God for not punishing the people?  Discuss in groups and debate/vote on viewpoints.  Write a newspaper report on the events.


c)  Read Justice for All (Islam) or The Rabbi and the Cow (Judaism).  Discuss: how does this compare to Jonah or The Prodigal Son?





Evaluate – How is justice important in the stories?


Which story do you prefer, and why?  Explain your choice and give your reasons for this.





Communicate – What do you feel about justice?


Give children scenarios to discuss in small groups eg Your brother/sister is allowed to stay up later than you; Children being treated differently at school because of their race, religion, disability, number of friends; Is it fair to punish a whole class for one or two children’s behaviour? (See discussion cards.)


Explaining an experience where you feel you were treated justly and/or unjustly. This could be in the form of diary writing, comic strip, or a letter to the person you feel has wronged you.





Apply – How important is justice in our lives?


How is justice seen in our lives? Look at school rules, esp punishments. (You could read the chapter Caning from Boy, Roald Dahl’s autobiography). Or read Mandela’s account of imprisonment on Robbin Island (A Long Walk to Freedom autobiography). 


How have these changed over the years; what effect has this had?  Would you prefer to be in this time or previously?  Write a diary account of someone in the historical period being studied.


Link with history topic being studied eg Roman/Egyptian/Greek slaves; Tudors – Henry VIII & wives; Victorian school children; WWII – Hitler and Jews. 





Opportunities for promoting children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) development:





Spiritual: providing an opportunity to be reflective about their own beliefs, religious or otherwise, that inform their perspective on life and their interest in and respect for different people’s faiths, feelings and values.





Moral: developing an ability to understand and appreciate the viewpoints of others on these issues.





Social: sharing our own experiences and respond to the experiences of others. Working and socialising with others in a range of learning opportunities.





Cultural: willingness to participate in and respond positively to artistic, musical and cultural opportunities. Giving children an interest in and an opportunity to explore different faiths and beliefs.








Assessment opportunities:





Evidence can be gathered when children:





have initial ideas about the concept of justice.





discuss and write about justice in the stories shared.





compare two views of religious justice.





explain their own ideas of justice from familiar experiences.





explain contrasting views from different periods of history.

















Intended learning outcomes:


1. Children can accurately explain what the concept of justice means.





2. Children can accurately explain how justice is significant in the stories of Jewish people, Christians and Muslims.





3. Children can discern the value of justice to Jewish people, Christians and Muslims and identify and discern the possible value to themselves





4. Children can respond creatively as well as begin to explain their own response to justice.





5. Children can explain some examples of how justice can be applied in own and others’ lives.





Informed by the end of Ye 6 expectations





Theme/Unit: Stories of Justice in Christianity, Islam and Judaism





Key concept:  Justice





Year:  Upper KS2


Term: any





RE KS2
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