







Theme/Unit:  The Journey of Life





RE KS2





Year:  5/6





Term:  





Key concept: Rites of Passage





Intended learning outcomes:





Children will be able to:





1.Respond creatively and begin to explain their response to the  concept of rites of passage and what events have been important in their journey of life so far.





2. Explain some examples of how the concept of life as a journey marked by rites of passage can be applied in their own and others’ lives. 





3. Accurately explain how important events are marked in religion by rites of passage.





4. Accurately explain the meaning of the Muslim naming ceremony and the Hajj.





5. Discern the value of rites of passage to believers and the possible value for their own lives and communities.








Informed by the end of year 6 expectations








Step 1 Communicate: what do rites of passage mean to me?


Ask pupils to think back over the important events in their lives. They make their own life-line showing important events. (See work-samples). Explore metaphor ‘life as a journey’ with milestones, crossroads, etc. 


Pupils identify and share points on their life-line where important changes took place – eg changing school, new baby brother or sister born, someone died, someone married, new house, joining a club. How were these occasions marked? Talk about the rituals of the above and birthdays and/or senior school prom (showing photos if possible). What are these rituals marking? 





Step 2 Apply: how are rites of passage significant?


We call such events rites of passage. Birthdays, marriages, joining ceremonies, naming ceremonies, baptisms… Are they important? In what way? Are there times when we would rather do without them? How do they make us or the person involved feel? Does everyone mark such occasions in the same way? Does it matter? Read out government decree banning rites of passage. In pairs/individually, pupils write a response to the government’s plan, giving reasons for their ideas. Does everyone feel the same? Give time for feedback from groups then have a vote.





Step 3 Inquire: what do people mean by rites of passage?


Agree on what the phrase ‘rites of passage’ means. Recap on previous lessons; make a list of key-words such as community, tradition, rituals, milestones, sharing, public, celebration etc. then pull together a sentence which seems to sum up the idea and write it out. Keep it displayed.





Step 4 Contextualise: how do different cultures and religions express their ideas about rites of passage?


Explore a) a Muslim naming ceremony (story & statement strips provided) and b)  the Hajj, (see lesson plans) or any rite of passage belonging to the religion being studied – eg adult baptism, bar mitzvah. 





Step 5 Evaluate: what is the value of rites of passage to me and to believers? �Discuss the importance of rites of passage such as the naming ceremony or the Hajj for a Muslim and use the concentric circles template in groups then feedback. Look for good explanations of ideas. Finally, what do we think about rites of passage? What if a Muslim pupil asked for time off school to go on the Hajj, for instance?








Opportunities for promoting children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) development:





Spiritual: giving children the ability to be reflective about their own beliefs, religious or otherwise, that inform their perspective on life and their interest in and respect for different people’s faiths, feelings and values





Moral: developing an ability to understand and appreciate the viewpoints of others on these issues.





 Social: To share our own experiences and respond to the experiences of others. Working and socialising with others in a range of learning opportunities.





Cultural: willingness to participate in and respond positively to artistic, musical and cultural opportunities. Giving children an interest in and an opportunity to explore different faiths and beliefs.








 Vocabulary (in bold) and knowledge building blocks


Children will learn 2 examples of rites of passage: the birth of a child and the Hajj in Islam:


When a baby is born, the call to prayer is recited in a baby’s ear


It is seen as a blessing for the baby and the one reciting


Their name will often be based on the 99 names of Allah


Something sweet is put in the baby’s mouth


The hair of the baby is shaved and weighed and its value in gold is given to charity


The Hajj is a pilgrimage to Mecca every Muslim is expected to do once in their life if they are healthy and can afford it


The Hajj is a devotion to Allah and is a key rite of passage for a Muslim








Assessment opportunities:


Evidence can be gathered when children:





APPLY Pupils can explain some examples of how the concept of life as a journey marked by rites of passage can be applied to their own and others’ lives.








Resources:





Rites of Passage PPT, decree from 10 Downing St, Hajj info, DVD Take Me to the Kaba, Farah’s New Nephew’ story  (describes a Muslim naming ceremony), statement slips for naming ceremony; Mecca poster, Hajj robes; sorting cards  and circle templates for Evaluate Aspects of Islam DVD, 


� HYPERLINK "https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/religious-education-ks2-my-life-my-religion-muslim-pilgrimage-hajj/zndfcqt" �Religious Studies KS2: The Muslim pilgrimage, Hajj - BBC Teach�
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