





Key concept:  Identity





Theme/Unit:  Purim





RE KS2





Year:  4


Term: Spring





Sequence of activities:


Step 1 – Inquire:  What does identity mean? 


Concept map around the meaning of identity. Show pictures of famous people. Would they know their identity? Who are they? Where do they belong? 


Show pictures of children dressed up at Purim. Pupils speculate on identity of children in picture. How do Jewish people express their identity at Purim?


Step 2 – Contextualise:  Tell the story of Esther 


Use the following to help with background knowledge: � HYPERLINK "https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/39253191" �Purim: The Jewish festival in pictures -CBBC Newsround�


Pupils in role as Jewish people and make noises when Haman is mentioned. Why do Jewish people tell this story? What has it got to do with their identity? 


Jewish heroes are remembered and celebrated, reinforces their identity. Hot-seat as Jewish person and non-Jewish person. Writing or speaking activity – I am proud of my Jewish identity because …


Step 3 – Evaluate:  What is the importance of Jewish identity to Jewish people? 


Card-sorting activity (see Resources below). Discuss different responses and reasons for them.


Step 4 – Communicate:  What would they wear? What identity would they want to project? 


Critical evaluation of self-portraits. Pupils annotate a partner’s self-portrait and then discuss with their partners and as a class whether they have described the identity of the artist as they expected.  


Step 5 –  Apply:  How does identity affect ours and others’ lives?


Discuss the following questions:


Do you only have one identity?


Do you project different identities in different situations?


Can you think of a situation where you do not want to project your identity?               (Eg: Portsmouth football fan at a Southampton match!)


Group work – enact situation as above. Teacher to give four or five situations. More able to devise their own, less able to use teacher situation. Will you always have the same identity?





Intended learning outcomes:


Children will be able to:


Step 1	accurately describe the meaning of identity


Step 2 	accurately describe how Jews express the concept of identity at Purim


Step 3 	discern and describe the importance of identity to Jews


	Discern the possible value of identity for their own lives and communities


Step 4 	express creatively as well as describe their own responses to identity


Step 5   recognise and describe examples of how their identity affects their’s and others’ lives.


Informed by the end of Year 4 expectations





Opportunities for promoting children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) development:





Spiritual: providing an opportunity to be reflective about their own beliefs, religious or otherwise, that inform their perspective on life and their interest in and respect for different people’s faiths, feelings and values.





Moral: developing an ability to understand and appreciate the viewpoints of others on these issues.





Social: sharing our own experiences and respond to the experiences of others. Working and socialising with others in a range of learning opportunities.





Cultural: willingness to participate in and respond positively to artistic, musical and cultural opportunities. Giving children an interest in and an opportunity to explore different faiths and beliefs.








 Vocabulary (in bold) and knowledge building blocks:





Children will learn that:


Purim is a Jewish festival that takes place each year in the Spring


It reminds the Jewish people of their rescue long ago when they were threatened with being killed


It tells the story of Esther who was Jewish and was the Persian king’s wife


She rescued her people through her cleverness


The Book of Esther is read at the festival and a feast is held, as well as giving gifts to others





Assessment opportunities:


Evidence can be gathered when children:


1  discuss their concept maps


2  complete writing and speaking


3 discuss the way they have sorted their cards


4 annotate and discuss the self-portraits


5 act out and discuss different scenarios.





Resources: Purim topic box from RE Centre (Tel: 01962 863134) – pictures at Purim, story of Esther.


Sorting cards – agree/disagree – answer as a Jewish person. Why is it important to remember your identity? Put in order of priority as a Jewish person & non-Jewish person.


1  Because everyone else is doing it. 


2  Important to remember that our G-d is with us. 


3  My mum told me I must. 


4  We should not forget about Jewish heroes.


5  It helps us to remember that we should all help each other. 


6  We like dressing up.














