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Resources:


Janmashtami (Krishna’s birthday) box available from RE Centre on (: 01962 863134


Janmashtami booklet (available from RE Centre)





Sequence of activities: 


Step 1: Communicate their own response to remembering. Who do we like to remember?


Children bring in items/photographs, etc, that help them to remember someone/something special. Circle time sharing 


Have a remembering afternoon and discuss ways that would help them to remember (eg: sing songs, act out an event, make cards)





Step 2: Apply remembering to different situations (continue from above)


Discuss:


Do we want to remember everyone/everything we meet? Why/why not?


Who/what do we like to remember?


Will we always remember special people/events? Why/why not?


Will you remember special people/events when you are grown up?


Will you remember lots of people/events or just one or two?


Do we all like to remember the same things? Why/why not?


How do you feel when you remember your special event?





Step 3: Inquire into the concept of remembering


Teacher reminds the children about the idea of remembering by showing again some of the photos that the children brought in someone/something special (eg a baby photo, a first birthday card, a first pair of shoes).


Discuss with children what remembering is like (eg: thinking about things that happened, seeing pictures in your head).


Show a picture of Krishna as a baby. Ask children to say what they notice about Krishna (what colour is he, jewellery, headdress, chubby). Explain that Hindus use this picture to help them remember Krishna who is a deity in Hindu traditions. (yr 1:Recall with children their previous learning to help them remember the Hindu belief in Brahman and the many forms of Brahman, including the trimurti (Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva) Explain that Krishna is an avatar of Vishnu (a God who came to earth as a human) and a God in his own right).


Step 4: Contextualise remembering within the story and celebrations of Krishna’s birthday


Tell (not read) the story of Krishna’s birth. Children act out the story. 


Discuss – which parts of the story do Hindus like to remember most, and why?


              – which parts of the story will you remember most and why?


Tell children that Hindus remember Krishna’s birth by having a celebration. How do they think Hindus might celebrate? How do we in the class normally celebrate? Discuss children’s suggestions (eg have a party, food, drinks, presents, cards, friends, sing songs, decorate the room).


Use some of children’s suggestions to make or paint items that a Hindu might use in a shrine for Krishna  in the classroom – food offering of Indian sweets, milk offering, cards, presents, images of Krishna, lights, joss sticks.


Explain how Hindus remember Krishna – demonstrate puja. Share the sweets, listen to a song about  Krishna, listen to some Indian music. Complete worksheet.


Step 5: Evaluate the importance of remembering Krishna for Hindus


Using a Hindu persona doll or a picture of a Hindu child, explain that s/he is very upset because s/he had been on holiday, and had forgotten to remember Krishna’s birthday. Does it matter? How does s/he feel? Why does s/he feel sad that s/he did not remember? Why does s/he like to remember Krishna? How does s/he feel when s/he does remember Krishna’s birthday? Discuss. 


Children draw the Hindu child. “I want to remember Krishna because …”. Children complete.


Step 4: Communicate their own response to remembering. Who do we like to remember?


Children bring in items/photographs, etc, that help them to remember someone/something special. Circle time sharing (two circles using LSA support?)


Have a remembering afternoon and discuss ways that would help them to remember (eg: sing songs, act out an event, make cards)


Step 5: Apply remembering to different situations (continue from above)


Discuss:


Do we want to remember everyone/everything we meet? Why/why not?


Who/what do we like to remember?


Will we always remember special people/events? Why/why not?


Will you remember special people/events when you are grown up?


Will you remember lots of people/events or just one or two?


Do we all like to remember the same things? Why/why not?


How do you feel when you remember your special event?








Year:  R/1


Term:  Summer








Opportunities for promoting children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) development:


Spiritual: providing an opportunity to be reflective about their own beliefs, religious or otherwise, that inform their perspective on life and their interest and respect for different people’s faiths, feelings & values.


Moral: developing an interest in investigating and offering reasoned views and an ability to understand and appreciate the viewpoints of others on these issues.


Social: sharing our own experiences and responding to the experiences of others. Developing and demonstrating skills and attitudes that will allow them to participate fully in and contribute positively to life in modern Britain. 


Cultural: willingness to participate in and respond positively to artistic, musical and cultural opportunities. Giving children an interest in and an opportunity to explore different faiths and beliefs.








RE KS1





Intended learning outcomes: ��Children will be able to:


Step 1.	Communicate: express creatively their response to remembering in their own experience


Step 2.	Apply: recognise how  their response s to remembering relate to their own lives.


Step 3.	Inquire: recognise what has been taught about the characteristics of remembering


Step 4.	Contextualise: recognise that Hindus remember Krishna by telling the story of his birth and by celebrating


Step 5.	Evaluate: in simple terms, recognise something of the importance of Hindus remembering Krishna’s birthday and the value of remembering for themselves





Informed by end of Year 1 expectations











Assessment opportunities


Evidence can be gathered when:





pupils discuss what remembering means


pupils complete writing/speaking task


pupils draw and annotate picture


four/five pupils discuss their own ideas during circle time.





Vocabulary (in bold) and knowledge building blocks


Children will learn that:


Krishna is a major deity in Hindu traditions


He is seen as both a God himself and as an avatar (a God who came to earth as a human) of the God Vishnu 


His birthday is celebrated at the festival of Janmashtami


Hindus celebrate with worship to Krishna with a shrine at home or going to the Hindu temple, the Mandir


Worship is called puja











Key concept:  Remembering (someone special)





Theme/Unit:  Janmashtami (Krishna’s birthday)









