









Theme/Unit:  Death ceremonies 





RE KS2





Year:  3





Term:  Any





Key concept:  Ceremony





Intended learning outcomes:





Children will be able to:





Step 1 	express creatively as well as describe their response to the idea of a death ceremony 


Step 2 	recognise and describe examples of how the idea of death ceremonies affects their lives and the lives of others


Step 3 	accurately describe the meaning of the word ceremony


Step 4 	accurately describe how Christians perform death ceremonies


Step 5 discern and describe the value of death ceremonies to Christians and the possible value to themselves and others





Informed by the end of Year 4 expectations








Sequence of activities:


Step 1 – Communicate:  What do we think about death ceremonies? 


Each child studies an autumn leaf, looking at shape, colour, veins, texture, size, etc. Then pupils close their eyes while the teacher leads them on a guided fantasy about the life and death of the leaf.


In groups, children discuss and plan what ceremony they would perform to show they remember the leaf and all of the wonderful things it did. Would they bury it? Would they burn it? Would they sing a song? Would they write a poem? Then share the ceremonies.


Step 2 – Apply:  Are death ceremonies important in people’s lives?


How did performing your ceremony make you feel? 


Does it help you to remember the leaf? Why/why not?  


If you couldn’t do a ceremony for something that had died, would it matter? Why/why not?  


Do you hold ceremonies for some things that die, but not others? Why/why not?


Step 3 – Inquire:  What does the word ceremony mean?


Children mindmap their ideas of ceremony, then share and compare their mindmaps with the rest of the class.


Write a class definition for the word ceremony with contributions from the class (A ceremony is …).


Step 4 – Contextualise:  What is a Christian death ceremony like? 


Explain simply the Christian death ceremony through the use of a story. Information  for teachers can be found at � HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/ritesrituals/funerals.shtml" ��http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/ritesrituals/funerals.shtml�


Create a storyboard of the Christian death ceremony, eg: the hearse, the coffin, the church service, the cross, hymns, prayers, burial/cremation. 


Step 5 – Evaluate:  What is the value of the ceremony for Christians and what are 


our opinions?


Revise the story. Suggest that someone was unable to attend the ceremony (possibly due to illness). How would they feel? Is it important for people to be at the ceremony? Why/why not?


In pairs, children sort a set of cards into order of importance (see below). 


a	How would the vicar order them?  


b	How would you prioritise them? Why?


Why do Christians perform death ceremonies?





because they want to share their sadness with other people


because they want to remember all the good things about the person who died


because they want to ask God to care for the person in heaven


because they want a chance to say goodbye to the person who has died


because they want to see all the flowers


because they want to be with their family and help each other


because they believe that the person is in heaven.








Opportunities for promoting children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) development:





Spiritual: giving children the ability to be reflective about their own beliefs, religious or otherwise, that inform their perspective on life and their interest in and respect for different people’s faiths, feelings and values





Moral: developing an ability to understand and appreciate the viewpoints of others on these issues.





Social: sharing our own experiences and respond to the experiences of others. Working and socialising with others in a range of learning opportunities.





Cultural: willingness to participate in and respond positively to artistic, musical and cultural opportunities. Giving children an interest in and an opportunity to explore different faiths and beliefs.








Vocabulary (in bold) and knowledge building blocks


Children will learn that:





Christian beliefs about life after death are based around their belief in the death and resurrection of Jesus


 Many Christians believe that when they die, they will have life in Heaven


Christians will hold a funeral to come together and to give thanks for someone’s life


The funeral will often be in a church 


There will be prayers, readings from the Bible and hymns sung





Assessment opportunities:





Evidence can be gathered when children:





prepare group ceremonies for the leaf


produce a storyboard of the Christian death ceremony


complete the sorting cards activity.





Resources:


Autumn leaves (one per pupil).


A text about Christian death 


ceremonies from a child’s perspective.





Storyboard.�
�
Sorting cards.�
�










