	Year 3
	Theme/Unit: Stories with Messages 
	RE KS2

	Intended

learning outcomes

1. Children can accurately describe what people mean by stories with  messages 
2. Children can accurately describe a message within a story which is significant to Christians and other believers
3. Children can discern and describe the value of stories with messages to believers and possibly to themselves
4. Children can express creatively as as describe a personal response to stories with messages by reflecting on a message of their own
5.  Children can recognize and describe how stories with messages can have an effect on their own and others’ lives.
Informed by the end of Year 4 expectations
	Concept: Messages 
	Opportunities for promoting children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) development:

Spiritual: providing an opportunity to be reflective about their own beliefs, religious or otherwise, that inform their perspective on life and their interest in and respect for different people’s faiths, feelings and values.

Moral: developing an ability to understand and appreciate the viewpoints of others on these issues.

Social: sharing our own experiences and respond to the experiences of others. Working and socialising with others in a range of learning opportunities.

Cultural: willingness to participate in and respond positively to artistic, musical and cultural opportunities. Giving children an interest in and an opportunity to explore different faiths and beliefs.
___________________________________
Vocabulary (in bold) and knowledge building blocks

Children will learn that:

· All religions have special stories with messages in

· An important story for Christians is the Parable of the Prodigal Son, which shows how the father is like God in his forgiveness

· An important story for Buddhists is the story of Kisa and the Mustard Seed, which explains that everyone has to suffer and that sharing that suffering can help people
· Christians and Buddhists use these stories to show how to live your life by the message in the story



	
	Sequence of activities over several lessons:
Step 1 What does the concept mean? (Inquire) 

Tell a story with a message. What does it mean when we say that stories have ‘messages’? Refer back to/read other familiar stories eg Aesop’s Fables, Little Red Hen, Little Beaver and the Echo, Can’t You Sleep, Little Bear? The Selfish Giant. Did they have any messages? What were they? Try to define what we mean by ‘stories with messages’ by reading one without any particular message (eg banal ‘Janet and John’ type book). Children make a dust jacket for one of the stories with messages they have heard: design front cover and write a short blurb which describes the message. 
Step 2a What place do stories with messages have in the religion(s) we are studying? (Contextualise) 

Make sure pupils understand that all faiths have special stories. Say this is a story special to Christians. Read and/or watch The Prodigal Son. What is the message of the story? Tell the children some more of the parable stories so that they hear two or three of the stories and discuss with the class.
Step 3a How important are stories with messages to believers and to me? (Evaluate)

Discuss: what did Jesus mean by this story? Thinking as Christians, children help you to rank a set of message cards you have prepared (master copy supplied). Then give children the opportunity to rank the cards according to their own opinion - also supply a couple of blanks for the children’s own ideas. Discuss responses. There are no correct answers.

Repeat Steps 2 & 3 Use a story from another faith, eg Kisa and the Mustard Seed (Buddhist tale). In groups, children rank the ‘meaning’ statements a) according to what a Buddhist would say and b) their own opinion.
Step 4 What does the concept mean to me? (Communicate)

Imagine you were world leader for a day. What message would you like to give the world? Is there one group of people you would like to give a message to? Talk in pairs. What about a message for your class? School? Country? Guided imagery/circle time work well here. Write your message; give a choice of medium: scroll, a letter (which is really posted) banner, video, decorated stone – in a bottle? Alternatively, as a class, with teacher scribing, write a story which conveys a particular message: eg ‘Don’t be Greedy’. Children have a go at writing their own; less able could write out the main events of the class story.
Step 5 On what occasions and in what situations is the concept significant? (Apply)

Are stories a good way of getting messages across? Why did Wilde not just say ‘Don’t be Selfish’? Why didn’t the Buddha just tell his followers that everyone has to suffer? Why didn’t Jesus just leave a list of rules? Is it more effective to use a story? Do you have to be a Buddhist to understand a Buddhist story or a Christian to think that a parable has an important message?

Explore the fact that the Buddhist and other faith stories both use everyday situations and characters to put across a message, which helps us to understand it. Are the messages similar? Or different? Could the messages stay the same even if the stories were updated? Are such stories always understood? Times when a story is not the best way to put a message across? – eg for road safety, is a poster more effective than reading The Hodgeheg? If required, use the PowerPoint which suggests pros and cons of stories with messages – children vote to say whether they agree or disagree and  whether each is good or bad.
Choose a story you have enjoyed and write some sentences about it. Write what you think the message was. Compare your ideas with a friend.
	

	Assessment  opportunity:

Evaluate: children can describe the value of stories with messages to believers and to themselves.

	RESOURCES: Kisa & the Mustard Seed story - good version on Teachers | Buddhism for Schools (thebuddhistcentre.com)); The Parable of the Prodigal Son (Luke 15 11-32 or a story version such as in Parables: Stories Jesus Told by Mary Hoffman). Jewish story: It Could Always be Worse: A Yiddish Folk Tale. Other stories with messages e.g. Aesop’s Fables; The Selfish Giant by Oscar Wilde, Terry Jones’ Fairy Stories. Bottles or stones if required, ribbons for scroll (for writing messages). Video cameras. Animated stories of the New testament DVD (optional) 

Stories for Thinking p.99 (Anansi the Spider) has excellent discussion points about the meaning of stories. PowerPoint: What is the Value of Stories with Messages?  Statement cards for the Mustard Seed and the Prodigal Son
	


