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	Intended

learning outcomes

1. Children can accurately explain what people mean by avatar.
2. Children can accurately explain how the concept of avatar is significant in Hinduism.

3. Children can discern the value Hindus place on avatars.
4. Children can respond creatively as well as begin to explain a personal response to the concept of avatar.
5.  Children can explain some examples of how people will have different ideas about the concept of avatar and the sort of issues this might raise.
Informed by end of Year 6 expectations

	Concept: Avatar
	Opportunities for promoting children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) development:

Spiritual: providing an opportunity to be reflective about their own beliefs, religious or otherwise, that inform their perspective on life and their interest in and respect for different people’s faiths, feelings and values.

Moral: developing an ability to understand and appreciate the viewpoints of others on these issues.

Social: sharing our own experiences and respond to the experiences of others. Working and socialising with others in a range of learning opportunities.

Cultural: willingness to participate in and respond positively to artistic, musical and cultural opportunities. Giving children an interest in and an opportunity to explore different faiths and beliefs.
Vocabulary (in bold) and knowledge building blocks
Children will learn that:

· An avatar is an incarnation or representation of a God in Hindu traditions

· Avatars are usually an incarnation of the God Vishnu
· Avatars can take the form of an animal or a human

· An avatar can appear when there is a time of need

· The most famous avatars of Vishnu are Rama and Krishna

· There are 10 avatars of Vishnu



	
	Sequence of activities over several lessons:
Step 1 (Inquire) What is an avatar? 
Some children will recognise the term from the Wii, computer games or the 2009 film. In the light of these two examples, what do they think an avatar is? Look up religious meaning (see background info for an explanation of all these types of avatar). 
Step 2 (Contextualise ) 
Find accounts of the avatars of Vishnu: http://www.balagokulam.org/kids/stories/dashavatara.php describes the full ten. As they are short, children could read all or could work in groups to research one. If the former, children could record the some of the avatars on a grid, cartoon style. In each case, say what (if any) human weaknesses/characteristics the avatar has, and what God-like powers. If in groups, each group paints a picture of their avatar story and tells the story to the others; or acts out a 3-minute scene to depict their story. What do all the stories have in common? In many, Vishnu is very fallible and prone to make mistakes, but always shows super-human, or supernatural, powers. Dispel notion that Hindus believe in many gods; rather many aspects of one God.
Step 3 (Evaluate)  
Invite someone from the Hindu faith to talk about the importance of there being different aspects of one God, the idea of avatar, God ‘coming down’. 
Discuss: Why is it important that God has a ‘human’ side? Should he not be infallible? How important are these stories to Hindus?
Step 4 (Communicate) 
Children invent their own avatar – if God came to earth, what form would he take? Why? Write a short story in which their avatar shows a human side but overcomes evil.
Step 5 (Apply) 
Might some people be offended at the concept of an avatar, God becoming human? Muslims, for instance, would not tolerate the idea as they believe in the Oneness of Allah (tawhid). Can children identify another faith where God ‘came down’? What might be the pros and cons of such a belief? Discussion: (P4C opportunity): Children take one of two stances: If there is a God, he or she would not come down to earth as an avatar because…  If there is a God, he or she might come down to earth as an avatar because… Try to encourage them to follow on from each others’ points.

	

	Assessment  opportunities:
Apply: Children can explain the issues that might arise due to people’s different beliefs about the concept of avatar.
	
	

	
	RESOURCES  Presentations of the Divine - avatars - The nature of God and existence in Hinduism - GCSE Religious Studies Revision - AQA - BBC Bitesize
	


