	Year 3
Summer term
	Theme/Unit: Sacred places
	RE KS2

	Intended

learning outcomes

1. Children can accurately describe what people mean by sacred

2. Children can accurately describe a sacred place which is significant to believers

3. Children can discern and describe the value of sacred places to believers and to themselves

4. Children can express creatively as well as describe a personal response to the concept of sacred by reflecting on whether there is a sacred place in their own lives
5.  Children can recognize and describe how sacred places can affect their own and others’ lives

Informed by end of Year 4 expectations
	Key concept: Sacred 
	Opportunities for promoting children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) development:

Spiritual: providing an opportunity to be reflective about their own beliefs, religious or otherwise, that inform their perspective on life and their interest in and respect for different people’s faiths, feelings and values.

Moral: developing an interest in investigating and offering reasoned views and an ability to understand and appreciate the viewpoints of others on these issues.
Social: sharing our own experiences and respond to the experiences of others. Working and socialising with others in a range of learning opportunities.

Cultural: willingness to participate in and respond positively to artistic, musical and cultural opportunities. Giving children an interest in and an opportunity to explore different faiths and beliefs.

Vocabulary (in bold) and knowledge building blocks

Children will learn that:
· A Buddhist temple is a centre for study and worship

· The model of the stupa represents the path of enlightenment for Buddhists
· Statues of the Buddha are used for a focus
· Offerings are given, such as flowers (symbolizing beauty and impermanence), candle light, Lotus flowers, incense and music


	
	Sequence of activities over several lessons:
Step 1 – Inquire into the concept of sacred places

Children brainstorm the word ‘sacred’ in small groups. Take feedback and compare ideas. What might we mean by a ‘sacred place’? Why might a place be sacred? Is there a difference between special and sacred? In what sort of ways might people show a place is sacred? eg Music, pictures or colour, objects, stories or objects from stories, writing. How would being in a sacred place make you feel or behave? 
Step 2 – Contextualise the concept within religious practice (Lessons A & B)
A). Remind children of any visits to local church/mosque, etc  – what sort of atmosphere did it have? Was it different from any old place? Could it be described as sacred and if so what made it feel so? Watch Buddhism at Key Stage 2 about Buddhist temples and shrines. What makes the temple seem very special and contributes to its sense of being sacred? Why have people bothered to make it like this? How would you feel if you visited such a place? Draw or paint a temple. Find out about the features on the internet and label.
B) Sacred places don’t just have to be buildings – some people make a sacred place in their homes. (See sheet the Buddhist Home). Look at objects you would find on a Buddhist shrine (PowerPoint Buddhist shrine + artefacts in resources) and discuss reasons. Why candles? Why bodhi leaves? Why (lotus) flowers? Draw or paint a shrine and decorate with prayer flags which the children could make; cut out bodhi leaves, draw mandalas, pictures of Buddha etc. Children make a card to put on the shrine explaining the meaning of each object. 
Step 3 Evaluate

What if we just had ceremonies in an ordinary house and there were no ‘proper’ churches or places of worship? No temples for Buddhists to visit? Would it be alright to swap so the Buddhists went to a church and vice versa? (remind children of all the crosses etc at St Faith’s). Can you make an ordinary place sacred? Can a place designed as a ‘sacred’ building sometimes not be sacred? Say a Christian or Buddhist group has found out their sacred place must be pulled down to make way for road. How would they feel? What if they were offered another building? In groups of 4 or 5, pupils discuss their response to a notice of demolition from the council.  One member of the group scribes. Reconvene and discuss ideas.
Step 4 – Communicate the concept

Children decide on what they would put on their own ‘shrine’. Draw on paper first – 3 or 4 objects? A photo, objects, words? What music might they want played? Decide on a value you think is important (love, freedom) and make a plasticine object to represent it. Make a label of explanation and take photos. Each child may choose one thing to place on a class shrine. Make a circle and each child in turn says briefly what they have chosen.
Step 4 – Apply the concept Look at some of the things the children have chosen to put on the shrine and discuss. Are they sacred or just special? What about the Buddhist shrine? If something is sacred to someone else and not to us, how should we treat it? Is it important to have scared places? Why/not? Pose 3 questions for children to talk about it pairs, ready to vote. Can a place be sacred to one person and not another? Can any place be sacred? Could a place be sacred if there were no people who thought it was? Have a vote and record the results. Allow abstainers. Write up 2 words:  SPECIAL, SACRED. In the light of what we have learnt, invite comments about what, if any, the difference is. A useful way to understanding is that sacred things could be said to be ‘touched by God’. 
	

	Assessment  opportunities:

Communicate - 
Express creatively as well as describe their own sacred place and how it makes them feel


	
	

	
	RESOURCES: PowerPoints – Buddhist Shine and Sacred Places?  Buddhist artefacts: stupa, prayer flags, Buddharupas (statues), mandalas, incense, candles + lighter. Buddhist pictures. Buddhism at KS2 Plasticine Notice of Demolition sheet. Gold paper for Buddhist temple pic. Music? Camera  Useful weblink: www.reonline.org.uk/ > Buddhism ks2 >devotional practices and objects  Buddhist temple jigsaw (Religion in Evidence). Artefact box from RE centre.
Places of Worship - Buddhism (reonline.org.uk)
	


Step 1 – Enquire into the concept of sacred places

Pupils brainstorm the word ‘sacred’ in small groups. Take feedback and compare ideas. What might we mean by a ‘sacred place’? Why might a place be sacred? Is there a difference between special and sacred? In what sort of ways might people show a place is sacred? eg Music, pictures or colour, objects, stories or objects from stories, writing. How would being in a sacred place make you feel or behave? 

Step 2 – Contextualise the concept within religious practice (Lessons A & B)

[image: image1.wmf]
A). Remind pupils of their visit to St Faith’s – what sort of atmosphere did it have? Was it different from any old place? Could it be described as sacred and if so what made it feel so? Watch Buddhism at Key Stage 2 about Buddhist temples and shrines. What makes the temple seem very special and contributes to its sense of being sacred? Why have people bothered to make it like this? Look at pictures on the Internet and discuss – how would you feel if you visited such a place? Draw or paint a temple (large class pic? Provide lots of gold!) Find out about the features on the Internet and label.
B. Sacred places don’t just have to be buildings – some people make a sacred place in their homes. (See sheet the Buddhist Home). Look at objects you would find on a Buddhist shrine (PowerPoint Buddhist shrine + artefacts in resources + jigsaw of Buddhist shrine) and discuss reasons. Why candles? Why bodhi leaves? Why (lotus) flowers? Paint or draw a shrine and decorate with prayer flags which the children could make; cut out bodhi leaves, draw pics of Buddha etc. Pupils make a card to put on the shrine explaining the meaning of each object. 
Step 3 - Evaluate the concept of a sacred place to believers
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What if we just had ceremonies in an ordinary house and there were no churches? No temples for Buddhists to visit? Would it be alright to swap so the Buddhists went to a church and vice versa? (remind ch of all the crosses etc at St Faith’s). Watch the very short PowerPoint Sacred Places?  Which shows churches made into houses and raises questions. Can you make an ordinary place sacred? Can a place designed as a ‘sacred’ building sometimes not be sacred? Imagine a Christian or Buddhist group has found out their sacred place must be pulled down to make way for road. How would they feel? What if they were offered another building? In groups of 4 or 5, pupils discuss their response to a notice of demolition from the council (see attached).  One member of the group scribes. Reconvene and discuss ideas.

Step 4 – Communicate the concept

Children decide on what they would put on their own ‘shrine’. Draw on paper first – 3 or 4 objects? A photo, objects, words? What music might they want played? Decide on a value you think is important (love, freedom) and make a plasticine object to represent it. Make a label of explanation and take photos. Each child may choose one thing to place on a class shrine which could be put next to the ‘Buddhist’ one. Make a circle and each child in turn says briefly what they have chosen?

Step 4 – Apply the concept 

Look at some of the things the children have chosen to put on the shrine and discuss. Are they sacred or just special? What about the Buddhist shrine? If something is sacred to someone else and not to us, how should we treat it? Is it important to have scared places? Why/not? Pose 3 questions for children to talk about it pairs, ready to vote. Can any place be sacred? Can a place be sacred to one person and not another? Could  a place be sacred if there were no people who thought it was? Have a vote and record the results. Allow abstainers. Write up 2 words:  SPECIAL, SACRED. In the light of what we have learnt, invite comments about what, if any, the difference is. You could ask the children to write this down as an assessment opportunity.
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