







RE KS2





Theme/Unit:  The Buddha Rupa








Year:  4





Term:  Any





Key concept:  Peace








Intended learning outcomes:





Children will be able to:





Step 1  accurately describe      the concept of peace


Step 2  accurately describe how Buddhists express peace


Step 3  discern and describe the value of peace to Buddhists and the possible value to themselves and others


Step 4  express creatively as as well as describe their own 


responses to peace


Step 5  recognise and describe examples of how peace can be applied in their own and others’ lives.


	


Informed by the end of Year 4 expectations








Sequence of activities:


Step 1 – Inquire:  What does peace mean?


Children in two’s and three’s, discuss words they associate with peace. List words and collate on whiteboard.


Children close eyes and consider what images they think of when they think of peace.


Through art or poetry, pupils create responses to the concept of peace. Discuss each other’s presentations.


Show a statue/model of the Buddha. Ask pupils to comment on what they notice (unusual hair, lump on head, jewel on forehead, long ear lobes, peaceful expression, hand gestures, etc).


Ask pupils to consider where it might be found, its purpose and significance, and to suggest ideas about the meanings of the different features.


Step 2 – Contextualise:  How do Buddhists show peace?


Children make clay models or draw/paint pictures of the Buddha, noting particularly the peaceful expression.


Ask a Buddhist monk or nun to talk to the pupils about the place of the Buddha Rupa as an aid to meditation and worship – to achieve peace.


or


Watch a clip which explores how Buddhists focus attention on the Buddha Rupa to help them feel peaceful.


Children produce simple instructions for a Buddhist child about how to use the Buddha Rupa as an aid to feeling peaceful.


Step 3 – Evaluate:  Is it important for Buddhists to feel peaceful?


Discuss with children:


Why do you think Buddhists might want to feel peaceful? Do they want to feel peaceful all the time?


Do you think it is important for Buddhists to go somewhere to feel peaceful? Why/why not?


Can they feel peaceful anywhere?


Do you think it is useful for them to look at the Buddha Rupa? Why/why not?


Do you think there might be other ways that Buddhists could feel peaceful? How might they do that?


Is it important for you to feel peaceful? Why?


Step 4 – Communicate:  What do we think about peace?


Children discuss in pairs (or at circle time) when they feel peace. What helps them feel peace?


What would a peaceful person, place, country be like? Do they know about a peaceful place, person or country?


Children think of things they like to look at which help them to feel at peace. Discuss with a neighbour.


Use these items or create some to help pupils to practice a few minutes of peaceful meditation, and afterwards ask if anyone would like to share their feelings and reactions. When might they want to use these situations, and when would it not be appropriate?


Step 5 – Apply:  What are different ideas about peace?


Is peace always good? Would you want a peaceful disco? Why/why not?


Can people feel at peace all the time? Why/why not? Would that be good?


Children consider and contribute to class list – when to feel peaceful/when not to feel peaceful.











Opportunities for promoting


children’s spiritual, moral,


social and cultural (SMSC)


development:


Spiritual: providing an opportunity to be reflective about their own beliefs, religious or otherwise, that inform their perspective on life and their interest and respect for different people’s faiths, feelings & values.





Moral: developing an interest in investigating and offering reasoned views and an ability to understand and appreciate the viewpoints of others on these issues.





Social: sharing our own experiences and responding to the experiences of others. 





Cultural: Willingness to participate in and respond positively to artistic, musical and cultural opportunities. Giving children an interest in and an opportunity to explore different faiths and beliefs.











Vocabulary (in bold) and knowledge building blocks


Children will learn that:


Images of the Buddha are helpful for Buddhists to focus attention on


The images are called Buddharupas


They can be of any size and design and can be placed inside or outside


They can show aspects of the Buddha’s life or path (a topknot showing wisdom for example)


His hand gestures show Buddhist teaching (meditation or generosity eg)








Assessment opportunities:


Evidence can be gathered when pupils:


discuss their art or poetry


produce simple instructions


discuss as a class


create items/images to help them to feel peaceful and discuss them


contribute to class lists.








Resources:


Statue/model of Buddha


Buddhism for KS2 from � HYPERLINK "https://thebuddhistcentre.com/stories/schools/" �Buddhism for Schools | Helpful resources for students and teachers (thebuddhistcentre.com)�.









