Muslim Naming Ceremony 

Refer back to pupils’ ‘Journey of Life’ work and recap the idea of rites of passage (baptism/naming; confirmation; marriage; funeral; prom) as ceremonies to mark important events (including some the children might have experienced joining ceremonies for Brownies, Cubs, etc.)

Watch a fil of the Muslim naming ceremony.
ACTIVITY

Children could write out instructions/diary entry for a Muslim naming ceremony. Find out about Muslim names and their meanings.

PLENARY
Go over the rituals of the ceremony trying to bring out the idea that each one has an inner meaning. Use the statements provided to match each ritual with its inner meaning. See below for answers.

STATEMENTS ACTIVITY ANSWERS
Words from the Qur’an are whispered in the baby’s ear.

The word of Allah is the first thing the baby hears – the baby will be raised a Muslim.
Honey is put on the baby’s lips.

The baby will have sweetness in his or her life.
The baby’s hair is shaved off.

To get rid of any impurities.
The hair is weighed and its weight in gold is given to charity.

To say thanks for the baby’s life. 
An Arabic name is chosen.

The name will have a special meaning. 

A party is held and special food is provided, shared with friends and family, and the poor.

To welcome the baby into the community.
